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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


LATIN AMERICAN HEALTH CONCRESS UNDERSCORES ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES 


Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 27 Oct 85 p C-7 


[Text] Health care in Latin America is facing serious difficulties. This is 
evicgencec oy the difficulty of access to facilities for users of such 


prograas. 


This finding was sade by experts from several countries in Latin Aserica 
meeting recently in Santiago, who were all in agreement that the present 
Situation is due, fundamentally, to the serious econogic problegs which affect 
most of the countries involved. 


Four international experts, including a sinister and an undersecretary of 
state, expressed the view that lack of resources and certain deficiencies in 
the igsplementation of health policies together with constant increases in the 
cost of medicines are the principal factors responsible for this state of 
affairs. 


According to the analysis of these experts, Latin American countries face 
comgmgon health problegs and gsortality and sorbdidity indices show that the 
S’*uation is not igproving and could well become worse “if joint measures are 
not taken." 


Celombian Doctor 


Doctor Fernando Osuna, Colombian, sember of the Pan American Health 
Organization, stated his opinion that the health situation in Latin America is 


¢ynagic and changing. 


"When we look at what has taken place in recent years we realize that there 
have been enormous changes in sortality rates, in the morbidity picture and in 
the people's access to health services. All of our countries are facing a 
Gifficult economic situation affecting all sectors of development and not just 
the health field.", he said. 


As to what public health problems is coggon to Latin American countries he 
said: "I would not be able to nage any one in particular because changes in 
the Gisease picture produce a kind of epidemiological gosaic of sany diseases, 
although cogson provleas Geriving from certain chronic illnesses are now 
beginning to appear. 














He comtinued that indeed one sust perceive not just what the respective 
gwinistries are doing, Dut also the development of the society in general as 
the result of the activities of the healtn sector. "Some advances in the 
field of nutrition have been achieved, a general isprovement of the situation, 
but there regain probless which all of our countries are facing." 


Referring to the problems of sedicines, which affects all of the Latin Agerican 
countries owing to persistent increases in prices, he said that "this very 
complex state of affairs involves factors ranging from definitions of national 
policies, jJevelopment of basic pharmaceutical lists and regulation of the 
quantities of products placed or the garket, to the isplesentation cf fully 
effective systems for distribution of sedical products and oversignt of their 
use.* 


Stationary Situation 


Dr. Juan Jose Alvarado Castellanos, national director of prisary care of the 
ministry of health of the republic of Argentina, described the health 
situation in his country as stationary in the general context of Latin 
America. 


"In gy opinion, the situation is profoundly affected by the econogic crisis 
prevailing throughout Latin America. Vigorous efforts are being sade to 
assure better sanagement of resources. But in spite of that, it is not 
sufficient to sake up for the lack of resources generally available to the 
mealth sector. There are gany cogagon problegs which are fortunately being 
faced jointly with the Pan American Office. Programs to treat transmissible 
Giseases, sother and child care and care for the gost disadvantaged sociel 
groups are the principal lines along which we are working at this tise." 


He went on to say that activity in the health field is iinked to whatever aay 
be Gone in other developmental sectors. “It is recognized that the state of 
health does not depend only om the gwinistries but also on a series of otner 
factors. The gost ispurtant of these are employment, education, housing, and 
nutrition.*® 


He suggested that on balance the health care situation in Latin America, on 
the basis of a historical comparison, is stationary, in 2pite of the effort of 
the ginistries of each country to avoid a gore serious situation. "The 
picture has been progressively iaproving if we look at it from the point of 
view of life expectancies and lower gwortality rates. In recent years, in 
spite of the econogic crisis, the statistics have not worsened, but they 
remain stationary and without isprovesent." 


Regarding the universal problems of continuing increases in the prices of 
medicines, he said that it is a very special problems affecting sany countries, 
and influenced by national and international factors. “In sy country we use 
an official list of phargwaceutical products, which reduces the sumber of 
Gifferent drugs in use to sore sanageabie proportions. This avoids the 
profusion of four or five thousand brands of remedies which are ineffective, 











or have not been tested, or which have been tested and rejected in other 
countries, and which go on to enlarge the list of medicines being developed. 
The limitation on the number of medicines on the market permits better 
administrative management, more efficient as far as the medical professional 
is concerned, better purchasing opportunities which in the end makes the 
product cheaper. The setting of prices is a very complicated procedure. The 
operation must be studied to establish the true cost of the medicines and to 
assure that we do not pay for all the mecical advertising, which increases the 
cost of the products." 


Serious Situation 


Dr. Manuel Nasiff, undersecretary of health of Bolivia, feels that the 
Situation has seriously deteriorated, and is currently "in a state of crisis 
and likely to become even worse if we do not take appropriate steps." 


He noted the importance of the economic crisis, which has seriously affected 
all countries in the region. "On analyzing the indicators which we have 
always used, one observes that, on balance, the situation is quite critical. 
Infant mortality is the most important problem and in most of our countries we 
have high rates in this area. In some countries the situation is stationary 
and in others very small improvements ave been achieved. But the majority 
present a clear deterioration although it may not be in infant mortality as 
such, but such factors as malnutrition are becoming serious. The causes of 
this problem are many. I might mention in addition to the economic crisis, 
the fact that the health sectors of the countries involved are not able to 
command larger budget allocations so as to be able in turn to achieve better 
control of the health problem. We must seek new opportunities, and we must 
lower the unfavorable statistics which we are seeing at present." 


Referring to the cost of medicines, he agreed that this is a situation common 
to all of our countries. "There are several possibilities, but I believe that 
one corcrete step we can take is the coordination of our efforts, otherwise we 
are not going to solve the problem. The international bodies, chiefly the Pan 
American Health Organization and certain others in the UN system are working 
on this aspect. But there is an important difference between the former 
approach and that of recent years, especially in the Pan American Health 
Organization where a very necessary flexibility with better opportunities for 
using assistance more objectively has developed." 


Peruvian Minister 


The Peruvian minister of health, Dr. David Tejada de Rivero, said that primary 
care policies have been applied in the majority of Latin American countries in 
a limited form and with an overly paternalistic approach. 


He said that as far as his government is concerned health problems cannot be 
assessed via the indicator averages of mortality and morbidity. "The 
principal problem in the health sector as in other sectors is the result of 
social differences and injustices. The solution lies in seeking to eliminate 
or reduce those differences, giving priority to the most disadvantaged 
classes.", he said. 








Referring to primary care programs, which have been carried on for many years 
in most Latin American countries, he said that they are being implemented in 
too limited a form and only in certain zones by way of a pilot project. 


"Primary care in the health field has been considered an isolated program when 
actually it should be seen as an approach relevant at all levels. In ail 
countries, including Peru, these programs have been treated as a set of 
activities which can be assembled into a package and handed out to the people. 
A paternalisitic attitude, which is the denial of the true concept of primary 
care, is too guch in evidence. Primary care should represent 4 strategic 
approach. The underlying factors are unique. A program of this nature should 
allow for the active participation of the people in order to learn how the 
community perceives its health needs, and thus establish a valid order of 
priorities and develop a way to deal with those problems, employing effective 
supervision and control in the management of resources.", he said. 


He added that multisectoral effort is fundamental to the achieveaent of an 
effective primary care program. "The operation should not be limited to 
Simply curing disease when it appears, but it should place emphasis on 
programs designed to promote a positive state of health in the general 
population. This can be achieved through improved nutrition and better living 
patterns. In the same way it is possible to anticipate and head off diseases 
through basic sanitation, proper nutrition, and educational campaigns. Within 
the concept of primary care should be included the united efforts of many 
sectors such as the education, housing, and farming sectors, medicines and 
others.", he noted. 


Asked about the persistent increases in ‘:he price of medicines, a situation 
affecting most Latin American countries, he replied that the Peruvian 
government has met this problem by resorting to a number of emergency measures 
such as freezing prices. "This is how the persistent increase in prices was 
halted. Previously there was a law which permitted monthly readjustments. Now 
prices have been frozen, and through discussions with the pharmaceutical 
industry we have even obtained discounts of from 20 to 35 percent. But these 
are temporary measures. We are trying to deal with the problem in a more 
rational and systematic manner. For this purpose we have set up a national 
medicines committee in which for the first time we have the active 
participation of the industry. 
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BAHAMAS 


BRIEFS 


HOSPITAL SUPPLY SHORTAGES--THE SUPPLY shortages at Princess Margaret Hospital, 
which began many years ago, have become “simply outrageous” over the past 
couple of years, a hospital source told The Tribune today. He said there is a 
chronic shortage of surgical supplies and basic drugs such as penicillin. 

Dr Bernard Nottage, head of the Medical Staff, told a meeting of department 
heads last month that ocatients are dying at the hospital because of supply 
shortages. The hospital source said the hospital is now often at the point 
where it can't function. “At tines it seems that nothing is available. Where 
does all the money go that is allocated to the hospital’” he asked. Minister 
of Health Dr Norman Gay said in the House Monday that he has appointed a new 
supply coordinator to the Princess Margaret Hospital because “more attention 
has been drawn to this area over the past year than any other.” He did not 
name the coordinator, whose sole responsibility is the distribution of supplies 
to the 40 departments. [Excerpts] [Article by Athena Damianos] [Nassau 
THE TRIBUNE in English 13 Dec 85 pt] /12379 
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BANGLADESH 


RELIGION URGED TO HELP IN FICHT AGAINST AIDS 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 23 Nov 85 p 3 


[Text] Begum Raushan Ershad on Friday called for upholding the teachings of 
religions to bring discipline in the social life and to combat the killer 
diseases like Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS), reports BSS. 


Inaugurating a seminar on ‘AIDS" at Hotel Sonargaon in Dhaka Friday morning, 
Begum Ershad said indisciplined life and moral degeneration were considered 
to be prime cause of this disease. 


(Organised by the Rotarect Club of Sir Salimullah Medical College and 
Mitford Hospital, the inaugural session was presided over by Dr Reaz 
Mubarak, President of the Club. 


The function was addressed by Social Welfare and Vomen Affairs Minister 
Mrs Rabeva Bhuvian, Rotary District Governor M.A. Wahab and ®otarian 
Lt Col (Retd) M.A. Mannan. 


Begum Ershad said AIDS had created a sense of panic in the western world 
and added there were reasons to be worried about it as no effective 
treatment had yet been discovered to cure this killer disease. 


She said AIDS had posed a great threat to humanity in the United States. 
She added over 12 000 people were attacked by this disease and several 
thousands of them already died. She pointed out that in the present day 
worle this kind of diseases spread quickly from one country to another. 
She said the virus of AIDS was detected in France. 


Begum Roushan Ershad stressed the need for remaining alert against the use 
of narcotics to check AIDS. 


She said both the government and the doctors were aware of this disease and } 
a committee had already been set up to suggest measures to prevent the 

disease. 

/9317 
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BANGLADESH 


VENEREAL DISEASE ON INCREASE AMONG TEENACERS 
Dhaka THE NEW NATION ia English 28 Nov 85 p 2 


[Text] Dinajpur, Nov 27?--Incidences of venereal diseases (VD), particularly 
among the teenagers, are on the increase in the districts of Dinajpur and 
Thakurgaon, according to local physicians. 


It is learnt that there are about 2,000 gay-girls in different areas of 
North Bengal who have allegedly been helped by some anti-social elements, 
residential hotel managers and others to carry on with prostitution. 


When contacted, Dr S. Rahman, a retired doctor of Dinajpur Sadar Hospital, 

told this correspondent that 10 percent teenaged patients have been 0 
suffering from venereal diseases. The number of such patients have 

increased by 50 percent after the closure of a permanent brothel at 

Thakurgaon town. He said the roving gay girls have spread 70 percent 

venereal diseases during the last few months as each of these girls can 

infect about 20 men after she contacted VD. 


He said even recular mecical check-up cannect eliminate the disease. 
Although a prostitute takes doses of antibiotic penecilin, there remains 
the probability of developing a resistant strain of gonorrhoea, which is 
often concealed and not killed. 


He said due to illiteracy, most of the VD patients have got a tendency to 
conceal facts and consequently suffer without getting any proper treatment. 


The doctor also said peneduaral, a simple penecilin and other antibiotic 
medicines use to curb the disease are selling at high prices. He said 
most of the teenagers who are the victims of VD are passing their days 
in frustration. 


/9317 
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BELIZE 


SRIEFS 


POLIO IMMUNIZATION PROGRAM--During the next five years the Rotary Club of 
Belize in association with Rotary International will provide this country 
with all the Polio vaccines it needs to immunize all the children of Belize 
under age 5 against Polio. Announcing this a spokesman said Rotary Belize 
is funding the project to the extent of $51,200. This does not include the 
cost of the vaccines which will be met by the Rotary Foundation. The Belize 
Rotary funds will provide for trrining, storage equipment such as refrig- 
erators and transport vehicle and generator. The project is to be imple- 
mented by personnel of the Ministry of Health with active support from local 
Rotarians. Preparatory work for the Belize programme has included the train- 
ing of health workers in every district town of Belize. These special 
training sessions have been sponsored jointly by the Belize Ministry of 
Health, Rotary International and Project Hope. [Excerpts] [Belize City 
THE REPORTER in English 8 Dec 85 p 8] /6091 
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BOLIVIA 


BRIEFS 


BUBONIC PLAGUE REPORTED--Bubonic plague cages have been reported in northwest 

La Paz Department. Public Health Ministry sources have confirmed that a 2-year- 
old girl died of the disease. The case was reported on 9 January in the town 
of (Pucasucho), in the (Franz Tamayo) Province of La Paz Department. According 
to sources, the outbreak began along river banks and in areas with lush vegeta- 
tion, where there are countless rats and ants, which transmit bubonic plague. 
Twelve additional cases were reported, while 40 people are under medical obser- 
vation. [Text] [La Paz Cadena Panamericana in Spanish 1130 GMT 14 Jan 86 PY] 
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BRAZIL 


WHO REPRESENTATIVE WARNS AGAINST SPREAD OF AIDS 
PY240135 Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 21 Jan 86 p 9 


[Excerpts] Ricardo Varonesi, Sao Paulo municipal health secretary, yester- 
day charged the Brazilian Government with "total neglect" regarding AIDS 
prevention and treatment. He said that this disease is spreading at the 
rete of two victims per day in the country, and warned that, within 5 years, 
between 150,000 and 300,000 Brazilians will be condemned to die from AIDS, 
contracted mainly through blood transfusion. He estimated that between 
500,000 and 1 million people in Brazil are infected with the AIDS virus, 

and that 20 to 30 percent of those people will be fatally ill by the end 

of this decade. Brazil is therefore the country with the second largest 
incidence, in absolute numbers, of AIDS in the world. 


After giving a lecture at the Navy Ministry on the prevention of AIDS, 
Secretary Veronesi said that the military is applying the HTLV-3 test to 
detect the presem 2 of the disease among draftees, while the government is 
not taking similar measures. He then recommended that the military 
ministries make the HTLV-3 test obligatory in the Armed Forces, and accused 
the INAMPAS [National Institute for Social Security Medical Assistance] of 
irresponsibility for not providing enough hospital beds on a priority basis 
for AIDS patients. He also criticized the Health Ministry for leaving the 
efforts of disease prevention to dermatologists and the high risk groups, 
themselves, mainly homosexuals. 


Ricardo Varonesi, who is also WHO representative for the prevention of AIDS 
in Brazil, contende’ that the test for the detection of AIDS virus should 
be obligatory in blood banks throughout the country. He pointed out that 
each examination costs only $1 (about 15,000 cruzeiros), and that it can 

be performed even by nonprofessionals. Varonesi revealed that of the 550 
cases of the disease that have been confirmed in Brazil, 150 cases have 
been traced to blood transfusions. By decision of the new health secretary, 
the test is obligatory in the municipality of Sao Paulo, and it is 

expected that 20,000 tests per year will be performed in the state of 

Sao Paulo. 


Jose Saraiva Felipe, secretary of social security medical services, refuted 


the accusation by secretary Veronesi that INAMPS i: irresponsible regarding 
the treatment of AIDS. He said that INAMPS is mai ng hospital beds 


ll 








available for AIDS patients in public hospitals. These will be increased 
to 50 in early February, with the instzllation of another 10 beds in the 
Ipiranga Hospital. Also, 120 beds will be made available in the Sanitas 
Hospital for the treatment of communicable diseases, including AIDS. 


/9738 
CSO: 5400/2031 
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BRAZIL 


KNOWN AIDS CASES NUMBER 520; LEADING IN LATIN AMERICA 
Underestimation Possible 
Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 3 Dec 85 p 8 


(Text) Ministry of Health statistics already identify the existence of 520 
known cases of AIDS in Brazil, and 246 other cases under investigation, al 
though the authorities recognize that the number may be an underestimate, 
since some state health authorities are behind in their reporting of known or 
suspected cases. 


According to tabulations done by the Ministry, Sao Paulo has 385 cases, or 74 
percent of the total number of known cases, and has the greatest number of 
suspected cases--77--under investigation. In Sao Paulo, the disease has 
already killed 167 people, and the incidence of the disease is most *: equent 
in the 20-39 year old age group. 


Tne second state in terms of frequency of AIDS is Rio de Janeiro, with 71 
known cases, and 14 suspected. Next are Rio Grande do Sui with 17 known 
cases, and Minas Gerais, with 14. 


Homosexuals and bisexual males affected by the disease number 34%, while blood 
transfusions were responsible for the contamination of 32 people. In 
addition, five users of drug injections were infected, and there are 112 cases 
in which the form of transmission is unknown. There also exist 1 men and 13 
women for whom the type of contagion was not identified. 


of the 520 known cases, 13 were children between ages 0-9, 14 were in the age 
range Of 10-19, and 12 in the age range 20-29. In the age range of 30-39, 158 
cases were identified, while there were 84 in the age range of 40-49, anc 27 
in the age range above 50. In addition, there were 67 cases for whom the age 
of the patient was unknown. 


German Study Cited 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 8 Nov 85 p 12 


[Text] According to a study done by the German agency, DPA, Brazil is in 
first place in Latin America with regard to AIDS cases, and it also has had 
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the greatest nuaber of fatalities, 16, om the continent. The study, prepared 
Some tige ago, cites Brazil as having 483 AIDS patients, with 317 of thea 
wales (gost o! thes homosexuals), and with a total of 229 deaths, a number 
exceeded only by the United States. 


Puerto Rico, even though it is not a country, dDUt a free state associated with 
the US, also appears in the agency's report in a frigutening position: second 
piace in Latin America, with 202 AIDS cases, and .30 deaths. When one con 
Siders tha’: Puerto Rico is a small Caribbean island, with a population 
Slightly larger than that of Belo Horizonte, these numbers are proportionately 
pei A Haiti, posg is regarded as one of the "pioneer" AIDS countries, 
@ppear on the list becau 
salts Mikade mkaaniae. se of the unreliability of tnat country's 


In third place for number of deaths is Venezuela 

» Witn 19; in fourth, is 
Argentina, with 14; ip fifth, is Mexico, 11; Sixth, Colombia and Guatemala, 6; 
in eightr, Chile, Peru, and Costa Rica, 4. 


Only three Latin American countries appear to be without AIDS cases at this 
tige, at least with regard to official statistics: Bolivia, Nicaragua, and 
Paraguay. However, these are poor countries in which Statistics are not al 
ways precise. 


Leading in Latin America 


Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 5 Nov 85 p i2 


[Text] According to a study done by the German agency, DPA, Brazil is in 
first place in Latin America with regard to AIDS cases, and it also has had 
the greatest num ver of fatalities, 16, om the continent. The stuoy, prepared 
some time ago, cites Brazil as having 483 AIDS patients, with 317 of them 
males (most of them nomosexuals), and with a total of 229 deaths, a numoer 
exceeded only by the United States. 


Puerto Rico, even though it is not a country, but a free state associated with 
the US, also appears in the agency's report ina frightening position: second 
place in Latin America, with 202 AIDS cases, and 130 deaths. When one con- 
siders that Puerto Rico is a small Caribbean island, with a population 
slightly larger than that of Belo Horizonte, these numbers are proportionately 
very high. Haiti, which is regarded as one of the “pioneer” AIDS countries, 
does not appear on the list because of the unreliability of that country's 
public health statistics. 


In third place for number of deaths is Venezuela, with 19; in fourth, is 
Argentina, with 14; in fifth, is Mexico, 11; sixth, Colombia and Guatemala, 6; 
in eighth, Chile, Peru, and Costa Rica, 4. 


Only three Latin American countries appear to be without ALDS cases at this 
time, at least with regard to official statistics: Bolivia, Nicaragua, and 
Paraguay. However, these are poor countries in which statistics are not ai- 


ways precise. 


12857 14 
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BRAZIL 


LEPROSY INCIDENCE ON RISE; 500,000 AFFECTED 
Rio de Janeiro 0 GLOBO in furtuguese 1 Dec 55 p13 


[Text] The incidence of Hansen's disease (leprosy) has been increasing in 
Brazil, and the disease has already stricken children below the age of four. 
Presently, there exist about 500,000 afflicted people. These data were 
gathered by specialists who were called to a meeting this week by the Ministry 
of Health in order to evaluate the situation ana propose solutions. 


Although the number of cases officially registered by the Ministry is only 
about 200,000, the specialists consider this number to be an underestiaate. 
They say that only those cases diagnosed as having the gost serious fora of 
the disease have been counted; the disease has its highest incidence in 
Amazonia, principally in tne Manaus area. 


Among the recommendations gade to the Ministry of Health are the urgent adop- 
tion of measures which will broaden the control and epidemiological monitoring 
of the disease, and coordination with universities in order to place greater 
emphasis ou the problem, since gany recent gmwedical school graduates do not 
know how to identify the disorder. 


In 1966, the Ministry of Health will provide 56 billion cruzeiros to carry out 
a leprosy program, but it will spend about 37 million on che purchase of 
medication for the treatm@ent of 200,000 patients. 


According to the National Secretary of Special Health Programs, Fabiola 
Aguiar, the Ministry is also going to encourage and support the wor« of 
Civilian groups that show an interest inthe problem. He cited the case of 
Morfan, an association of people who have had Hansen's disease, and who func- 
tion in 19 states, and in the Amazon region broadcast radio programs through 
which they advise the population about the sya@ptomgs of the disease, and 
clarify for those afflicted the igportance of not interrupting their 
treatment. 


12857 
CSO: 5400/2020 
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BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


POLIO ERADICATION--The strategy to be adopted oy the governgent for the 
eradication of poliomyelitis by 1990 will be put into practice by a comsission 
cogposed of Brazilian and foreign tectinmicians, to be forged today at the 
Ministry of Health. in this way Brazil begins the task proposed by the Pan- 
American Health Organization for the elimination of infanti_e paralysis on the 
continent. Although Brazil has succeeded in considerably reducing the 
incidence of the iliness in the past six years--in sid-June of 1960 there were 
about 2000 cases registered, while last year the number was lowered to about 
100--the occurrence of outbreaks persists, especially in the Northeast. For 
example, in the course of last year there were verified outbreaks of infantile 
paralysis in Ceara and Sergipe, and this year, of the 69 cases of the disease 
already registered, 60 are inthe Northeast. There are 127 other suspected 
cases under investigation in tnat region. [Text] (Rio de Janeiro 0 GLOBO in 
Portuguese 7 Oct 65 p 5) 12857 


CSO: 5800/2020 





CANADA 


MONTREAL HOSPITAL EMERGENCY SERVICE SUSPENSION REPORTED 
Ottawa THE CITIZEN in English 18 Nov 85 p A3 


[Text] Montreal (CP)--Doctors at the Sacre-Coeur Hospital in northwest 
Montreal shut down the hospital's emergency ward this weekend because they 
were exhausted and couldn't take the strain any more, a hospital official 
said Sunday. 


The shutdown, which started at 4 p.m. Friday was to end Sunday at midnight. 


Dr. Andre LeBrun, chairman of the medical board at the hospital, said the 
two-day suspension of emergency service at one of Montreal's busiest hospitals 
is a sign of the crisis pervading Quebec's health care system. 


"The doctors were at the end of their nerves," said LeBrun. "It is a question 
of exhaustion, overwork, and loss of hope that the situation can be corrected." 


Michel Gauthier, director of information ‘or the hospital, said no major 
problems resulted from the shutdown of the ward, which normally handles 
between 180 and 200 patients a day. 


Gauthier said serious emergencies were treated in other departments at 
Sacre-Coeur, while less serious cases were referred to other hospitals. 


He said the hospital administration did not consider the shutdown to be an 
illegal strike. 


/8309 
CSO: 5420/41 
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PROGRAM TC IMPROVE NORTHERN ONTARIO HEALTH CARE ANNOUNCED 


Ottawa THE CITIZEN in English 26 Nov 85 p A5 


[Text ] 


/8309 
CSO: 


5420/41 


TORONTO (CP) — A long- 
awaited to increase the 
level of care in Northern 
Ontario and provide financial as- 
sistance to northerners who must 
travel south for medical attention 
was announced Monday. 

Northerners are entitled to 
medical care ensuring “neither 
they aor their children will ever 
have to f treatment because 
of financial concerns,” Health 
Minister Murray Elston said in 
the legislature. 

Details of the program were re- 
leased Monday in several north- 


ern communities, as well as in the 


_1 
Thunder Bay, Chris Ward, 
Elston's ee — 
who was or work 
out details of the program, - 
the travelling reimbursement, 
which comes into effect Sunday, is 
ex to cost $3 million for the 
balance of this fiscal year, $10 
million next year and just over 
$13 million a year thereafter. 
Known as the Northern Health 
Travel Grant am, it will 
provide financial assistance to 
northerners who must travel over 
300 kilometres one way from 
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their residence to specialists or 
oo 2 ae 


_— will range from $125 to 
$350 for each travel trip and will 
be based on distance travelled to 
the closest appropriate medical 
specialist. 

He said the ministry will in- 
crease the availability and acces- 
sibility of medical specialists’ ser- 
vices throughout the north. The 

m, to be known as the Med- 
ical Specialist Incentive Program, 
will encourage — to prac- 
tice in Northern Ontario 


Also announced was a $2.5-mil- 
lion package for four northern 


hospitals involving perinatal units 
specializing in the care to high- 
risk pregnant women, including 


women in preniature labor, and to 
high-risk newborn infants. 


The four hospitals to receive as- 
sistance under this program are 
Sudbury General Hospital, which 
will receive $1.5 million; the Gen- 
eral Hospital at Sault Ste. Marie, 
$318,000; the Port Arthur a 
in Thunder Bay, $362,000, and St. 
Joseph's General in North Bay, 
$352,000. 


CANADA 











DEATH O}? MAN DUE TO RABID BAT SCRATCH REPORTED 


Vancouver THE SUN in English 4 Dec 85 p Al 


[Text] 


/12379 
CSO: 


5420/42 


“A Vancouver man who was scratched by a 
rabid bat while sleeping in a tent in northern 
Alberta has died at the University cf B.C. 
Health Sciences Centre. 

A hospital spokesman said today the 30- 
year-old man, whose name was not released, 
died Nov. 26. 

Sne said the man was scratched in July at 
an industrial camp at Smith, 180 kilometres 
north of Edmonton. 

Dr. John Waters, Alberta's director of com- 
municable disease control, said the man did 
not seek medical treatment until it was too 
late to prevent the spread of the disease. 

He started to display symptoms of rabies in 
October after returning to B.C., Waters said. 
“It is the first case of rabies we know about 
that originated in Alberta." 

He said the bat was not captured, although 
it is unlikely other people were scratched or 
bitten by the same animal. 

Rabies can be prevented by a vaccine if the 
exposed person receives shots within a few 
days of exposure. 

Waters said between 40 and 50 Alberta resi- 
dents have received the rabies vaccine so far 
= year after being exposed to rabid ani- 
mals. - 
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CANADA 


INTESTINAL ILLNESS REPORTED AT TWO ONTARIO HOSPITALS 
Toronto, Thunder Bay Hospitals 
Windsor THE WINDSOR STAR in English 7 Jan 86 p Al8 


[Text] An outbreak of intestinal illness has forced the city's third-largest 
hospital to close its doors to all new patients. 


A spokesman at St. Joseph's Health Centre in west-end Toronto reported 60 
cases of mild vomiting and diarrhea among patients and staff Monday. 
Officials said the illness has not been officially diagnosed. 


Meanwhile, another flu-like malady is causing concern at Port Arthur General 
Hospital in Thunder Bay, Ont., where 30 patients have been affected. 
Officials at that hospital have imposed restrictions on public visits. 


The Toronto hospital closed admittance to all new patients, cancelled elective 
surgery and redirected emergency cases to other hospitals. Volunteer workers 
were placed under restrictions, and visits were permitted only to critically 
ill patients. No children or elderly visitors were allowed. 


Hospital spokesman Margaret Frewin said officials hoped tests being carried 
out today will reveal the type of virus responsible for the outbreak that 
could keep the hospital closed for up to two weeks. The closure is the first 
in the 65-year history of the centre, which as 2,000 staff members and 800 
patients. 


Norwalk Virus in Toronto 
Toronto THE TORONTO STAR in English 14 Jan 86 p A6 


[Text] No patients came down with Norwalk virus yesterday at St. Joseph's 
Health Centre, a hospital spokesman says, but two staff members reported 
symptoms of the disease. So far, 762 patients and 90 employees have come down 
with the illness which causes diarrhea, cramps and vomiting for 24 to 48 
hours. No decision has yet been made on when the hospital will be reopened to 
new admissions and visitors. 


/13104 
CSO: 5420/46 
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CANADA 


AIDS INCIDENCE, COUNTERMEASURES REPORTED 
Doubling Trend Report 
Toronto THE SATURDAY STAR in English 28 Dec 85 p A3 


{Text ] 


435 Cases 
Torontc THE GLOBE AND MAIL in English 10 Jan 86 p A5 


[Article by Linda Clark] 








Text A “relati small number” of 
} blood i previously been 
exposed to the AIDS virus, figures 
from the first two months of a 
screening program by the Canadian 
Red Cross Society show. 

During October and November, 
45 — or .025 per cent — of 182,324 
blood donations were confirmed as 
containing antibodies associated 
with acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome, the figures released yes- 
terday show. 


ly 
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(The program was being ‘ 
in during October, so not all dona- 
tions in Canada were screened. 
Over-all screening started Nov. 4.) 

“This does not necessarily mean 
that any of these ‘antibody-positive’ 
donors are suffering from AIDS,” 
said Kenneth Mews of the society's 


AIDS project. 

“The may be in the person's 
blood. . . . We have no way of de- 
— that. Or the person may 
have fought it off, and it is not in 
their blood any more.” 
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Banks, said yesterday. 

Mr. Clark said a poll shows that 
more than a third of Americans 
believe — contrary to wide scientif- 
ic opinion — that people can con- 
tract the deadly disease by giving 


showing up last summer and 
seemed to grow after the publicity 
surrounding actor Rock Hudson's 
death from AIDS and controversies 
over school attendance by young 
victims, Mr. Clark said. 

The situation is not lifenreaten- 
ing, he said, but elective surgery ts 
being postponed in many areas of 
the United States and inventories of 
blood for possible emergencies have 
been greatly reduced. 

In the case of a national emergen- 
cy, “if we needed 50,000 to 100,00 
units of blood, this just would not be 
available,” said Dr. Eugene Ber- 
kman, president of the bank 
association. 

However, this is not the situation 
in Canada, Mr. Mews said. 

“There are always periodic short- 
ages,”’ he said, “but we cannot point 
to a fear of AIDS specifically. This 
has only been inferred.” 

People sometimes mention they 
oy _— about the possibility, 

said. 


However, donations are usually 
down during bad weather, holiday 
periods and the summer. 

When there is an appeal for blood 
— as there is now for 0 type, the 
most common — people usual 
respond, Mr. Mews said. af 

“Believe me, if we get an emer. 
gency situation, and (fear of) AIDS 
is the culprii, we'll say so,” he said. 


Ontario Hospital Meeting 


Toronto THE TORONTO STAR in Engiish 10 Jan 86 p Al2 


[Article by Lillian Newbery] | 


[Text ] 


Every hospital should have a 
plan for caring for AIDS patients 
and protecting the health of staff 
members looking after them, a 
meeting of — representa- 
tives has been told. 

Dr. Bernadette Garvey, chair; 
man of the provincial advisory 
committee on AIDS (acquired im- 
mune — syndrom), said 
yesterday that hospitals need to 
educate their staff about AIDS, en- 
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force safety measures — particu- 
larly in laboratories — ensure 
confidentiality of patient records 
and determine what outpatient 
and hospital patient facilities will 
be needed. 

The best information suggests 
that the average patient with AIDS 


spends 75 days in hospital a year 
and may require 10 days in an 
intensive-care unit, Garvey said. 








The meeting on AIDS, sponsored 
by the Ontario Hospital 
tion at its headquarters on Fer- 


rand Drive, attracted several hun- 
dred hospital r tatives, in- 
cluding infection control officers, 
nurses, laboratory workers, home 
care workers and health and safety 
representatives. 

AIDS is transmitted by a virus in 
semen and blood and involves a 
breakdown of the body's immune 
system, followed by develop- 
ment of a host of infections, sever- 
al cancers, or both. It is fatal. 

Since 1982, when the first cases 
were reported in CanaJa, 435 peo- 
ple have developed AIDS, of whom 
228 are still alive. 

Of 167 patients diagnosed since 
1982 in Ontario, 131 were from 
Metro and 10 from Ottawa, Gar- 
vey said yesterday. But Brantford, 
Fenwick, Madoc, 
Niagara Falls, Str Timmins, 
Tottenham, Waterloo and Welland 
have each reported an ALDS pa- 


tient. 
C , tient 
Four residents of Windsor, three 
from beth London and Oshawa and 


two each from Hamilton, Stra- 
throy and Brampton have de- 
veloped AIDS. 

Joan Anderson, vice-chairman 
of the AIDS Committee of Toronto, 
which assists and counsels patients, 
their friends and families, said 
hospitals in Ontario that have not 
yet had an AILS patient should 
educate their staff to prevent fear 
and hysteria and to make it easier 
on that first patient. 

Besides providing information 
on how AIDS is transmitted and 
educating staff about proper 
precautions, it’s also important 
that health care workers under- 
stand the psychosocial strain that 
= patients suffer, Anderson 
said. 

Many people when diagnosed 
have not “come out” as homosex- 
uals and are faced with telling 
their families not only that they 
have AlDs, but that they are 
homosexual. 

At that point, AIDS committee 
counsellors have found many will 
talk about suicide, not because of 
the consequences of the illness but 
because they cannot face the cen- 
sure of parents and fellow workers, 
Anderson said 


Windsor Exposure Fstimate 


Windsor THE WINDSOR STAR in English 9 Jan 86 pp A3, A4 


[Article by Lynda Powless] 


[Text ] 
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Red Cross officials expected all untested ‘reporting forms — which eliminated a listing 
of last which would have shown if the exposed person 

—dpneentetgerid plana ai may py es “ee ~ 

The local man, believed to be suffering from —— left Dr. Fioret in 
dB hy bho wy Bm “I can't do my job as associate medical offi- 

“We don't know if be will. Not everyone does. cer of health if | don't know where the disease 
It's possible he could live to be 110 and never is from or going to. 
get AIDS,” Dr. Fioret said. DR. SAID the new forms list the pa 

With the local numbers of those exposed tient's name and whether the AIDS test was 
growing, Dr. Fioret said be is becoming in- positive, but do not include information such as 
creasingly concerned about where the disease if the victim is a homosexual, drug user or he- 
ts coming trom and where RB spreotang mophiliac. 

But a change in Ontario Ministry of Health 


I'd rather they dropped the name, gave the file a number and put back the 
high-risk category. 


“How can I do my job of warning a particular population of an outbreak of a 
disease if I dont’ have the information I require?” he said. 


Medical officers of health across the province have asked the ministry to drop 
the name and add the risk category, he said. “Then if the test turns up 
positive we will know what group is being exposed and know better how to deal 
with it and where it may be going to.” 


Dr. Fioret said he could not comment on whether the AIDS virus has begun to 
spread into Windsor'’s heterosexual community. 


So far, all those who have developed AIDS have been men and all are in the 
high-risk category. “I don't want to say they were all homosexuals, but they 
were all in the high-risk groups. So far we have not seen any positive tests 
of women or anyone in the heterosexual community,” he said. 


But that does not mean the virus hasn't moved into those areas. “Someone with 
the virus may simply not know they have it and haven't been tested for it.” 


Usually, the disease “begins with the gay group, and the trend is that a 
bisexual will bring it into the heterosexual community,” Dr. Fioret said. 


He explained AIDS is a sexually-transmitted disease. “It is a secretion-type 
disease of the bodily fluids'and the most common way to get it is through anal 
intercourse. . 


“As long as you are monogomous and your partner is, you have nothing to worry 
about.” 


Vancouver Hospice Fund Raising 
Vancouver THE SUN in English 23 Dec 85 p B12 


[Article by Muriel Draaisma] 
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[Text] AIDS Vancouver has kicked off a $10,000 fund-raising campaign in the 
hopes of setting up Canada’s first long-term-care home for victims of the 
fatal disease. 


The home will provide a place to die in peace for some and a place to rest 
after being discharged from hospital for others, project director Bob Tivey 
said Sunday. 


So far, there have been 92 diagnosed cases of AIDS in B.C. and the number is 
expected to double every six to eight months. Tivey said 43 victims are still 
alive. 


“There will be 1,000 cases of AIDS in B.C. by the year 1989. Existing 
health-care facilities cannot cope with those numbers. We need a special 
facility,” Tivey said. 


AIDS (aquired immune deficiency syndrome) breaks down the body's immune 
system. There is no known cure. 


Tivey said the care home will contain as many as 25 beds for AIDS patients and 
will offer therapies and treatment. 


AIDS Vancouver plans to approach all three levels of government for money, 
Tivey said. The city will be asked to pay for staff salaries, while the 
federal and provincial governments will be asked to cover the home's mortgage. 


AIDS Vancouver has found a vacant downtown nursing home that could be 
refurbished and ready for patients by June 1986. Tivey refused to disclose 
the home's location. 


"For obvious reasons I can’t tell you where the home will be. But it is in a 
central part of the city.” 


Tivey was unable to say how much money has been raised to date, but indicated 
that AIDS Vancouver will accept donations of furniture as well as money. 


“We're happy with the response from the general community. People are 
realizing that AIDS is a growing problem and are willing to give their 
financial support.” 


Tivey said AIDS Vancouver did not decide to launch its campaign for a 
long-term-care home in response to the University of B.C. health sclences 
centre's refusal last month to treat an AIDS victim. He said the home is 
simply needed to prevent AIDS from bankrupting the health-care system. 


San Francisco has 10 such homes, which allow AIDS victims to die without 


artificial supports. Tivey said Vancouver should follow the U.S. example in 
treating AIDS and provide the rest of Canada with a model. 
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Tivey said he plans to get a firsthand look at U.S. homes fcr AIDS victias 
next year when he attends an International Conference on AIDS Jan. if and '7 
in New York City. 


That city has 5,000 diagnosed cases of AIDS. 
Nova Scotia Child 
Torontc THE TORONTO STAR in English 8 Jan 86 p A3 


[Text] One donor's blood infected Nova Scotia's first child AIDS victia, and 
was given in transfusions to 12 other people, the province's health department 
says. 


The infected blood was discovered after a S-year-old in Children's Hospital 
here was diagnosed as tkaving acquired immune deficiency syndrome. 


The child had received transfussions from 46 donors. Doctors checked the 
blood from all the donors and identified the source. 


That donor's blood had been given to 12 other people, said Dr. Wayne Sullivan, 
the health department's administrator of community health services. 


Four have died from their original diseases, he said, while the other eight 
have been contacted and tested for the AIDS antibody. 


Sullivan said one person has tested positive and one negative, and the results 
of tests on the other six will not be known until later this week. 


The donor, he said, made three blood donations last year, before the 
introduction Nov. 1 of a screening process that identified the AIDS virus in 
blood. 


The S5-year-old victim of the fatal disease is still alive and is improving in 
condition, Sullivan added. 


Dr. Max Gorelick, provincial Red Cross medical director, said a positive test 
for the AIDS antibody does not mean that a patient has AIDS or will develop 
the disease, which destroys the body's immune syste. 


But he said there is a “strong relationship between antibody positivism and 
the ability to pass the virus.” 


Vancouver Teen Prostitute 


Windsor THE WINDSOR STAR in English 13 Jan 86 p Al 


[Text] VANCOUVER (CP) — Authorities The girl, whe ran away from home 
say 0 Se-gear<té Vansouver git and became a drug -hooker, 
en aE eee Too mouths lter abe was thd che 

wo was 
- a carrier of the AIDS virus. 
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AIDS INCIDENCE, RELATED MEASURES REPORTED 


Theory on Hemophiliacs 


Ottawa THE CITIZEN in English 28 Nov 85 pp Al, Al4 
[Article by Jane Defalco] 


[Text] Hemophiliacs and people requiring frequent infusion of blood products 
have a very high rate of exposure to AIDS, yet so far they seem far less like- 
ly to develop the fatal virus than others who are exposed, says the head of 
the federal Laboratory Centre for Disease Control. 


Dr Alastair Clayton was commenting on the disclosure that a “high number" 
among close to 100 high-risk children treated at the Children's Hospital of 
Eastern Ontario have been exposed to AIDS. 


Clayton says tests done on other high-risk groups at several centres in 
Canada have found about 50 percent or more of them have the AIDS antibody 
in their blood, indicating they've come in contact with the virus. 


Epidemiologists predict that between two- and five-percent of people with the 
antibody will eventually develop AIDS. 


But Clayton says despite the widespread exposure to the virus among people 
who have regular transfusions or infusions of blood, only a handful have so 
far gotten AIDS. 


The Children’s Hospital won't say what percentage of the high-risk children 
it tested have been found to be carrying the AIDS antibody. The number tested 
was more than 75 but less thar 100. 


The children are being treated for hemophilia, a condition where blood won't 
clot; thalassemia, a rare hereditary disorder; or sickle cell anemia, which 
primarily affects black people. 


The latest national statistics on AIDS show that only four hemophiliace--none 
of them children--have developed AIDS. That's about one percent of the 341 
Canadian victims. Six other people, including one infant, have gotten the 
disease through blood transfusions. 
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Ottawa Woman's Death 


Ottawa THE CITIZEN in English 20 Dec 85 p C3 


[Article by April Lindgren } 


[Text } 
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Windsor Incidence 
Windsor THE WINDSOR STAR in English 29 Nov 85 pp Al, Al3 
[Article by Lee Palser] 


[Excerpt ] 





Delayed more than 11 months, the anti- 
viral drug suramin has arrived in Vancouver 
for clinical testing on AIDS patients, but doc- 
tors say they they don’t have the money or the 
laboratory to begin the study. 


The further delay in the release and testing | 


of ntial acquired immune deficiency syn- 
drugs in Canada has desperate local 
AIDS patients contemplating breaking the 
law to get drugs from the U.S. 

“We have waited so long to have a drug re- 
leased, and now we have to cortinue wait- 
ing,” said Kevin Brown, 36, who learned he 
has AIDS in July. “I am at my wit's end. I am 
setting up a connection to see if i can have 


drugs from San Francisco sent tome. Noone _ 


knows the constant psychological torture we 
go through waiting.” 


Dr. Karen Gelmon, an internist with the St. © 


Paul's AIDS care group, said although the 
federal Health Protection Branch has ap- 
proved a protocol, or design, of a drug test 
with suramin, neither the federal or provin- 
cial governments have made money avail- 
able for laboratory facilities needed tc grow 
the AIDS virus, essential to the study. 

She said no testing will start until either a 
viral culture lab is built in Vancouver or the 
study is given enough money — about $5,000 a 
patient — to send blood specimens to a viral 
culture lab in Montreal. 

“We need access to a viral culture lab be- 
cause we need to be able to grow the virus to 
know if the drug is effective. It is of no use (as 
a study) to just give the drugs (to the patient) 
when we are not able to follow its effect,”’ 
Gelmon said. 

In a viral culture lab, the AIDS,virus in the 
patient's blood is coaxed to grow in a medium 
outside the patient's body, Gelmon said. It is 
the oniy way researchers can determine 
whether the virus is still infecting the patient. 
Drugs such as suramin are determined to be 
effective if, after the patient has taken the 


drug, the virus can no longer be cultured ' 


from his blood. 
Dr. Michael Rekart, director of the new 
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provincial AIDS Jaboratory, said in a recent” 
interview it would take a number of months to - 
set up a viral culture lab in Vancouver. He did 
not know how much it would cost. 
Gelmon said each patient in the study must 
have 10 samples of blood cultured for the | 
virus over a six-month period, at a cost of $500 
i for each sample. Gelmon said 24 AIDS pa- 
tients in various centres across Canada will 
be taking part in the study at a cost of about 


$5,000 each. 
“We are negotiating about the money but 


; we don't know where we are going get it or 
how long it will take. The drug companies 
_ that make suramin are not interested in pro- 


i funds to have the drug tested,"’ she 
said. 

Gelmon said the protocol for drug testing 
was first submitted to the HPB for approval 
in January 1985. 

“There have been delays all the way down 
the line. Basically it is because we really 
don't have any effective agents yet.” 


Suramin is the first AIDS drug approved 
for clinical trials in Vancouver. It is highly 
toxic and can make patients very ill, Gelmon 
said. As well, studies in the U.S. have not 
shown the drug to be effective in killing the 
AIDS virus. Doctors and patients, however, 
say the drugs can have a tremendous psycho- 
logical benefit for the AIDS patient. 


The stress of having all these delays for 
drugs will kill me before the virus drug,” said 
Brian, 31, whose AIDS was diagnosed last 
January. “I have been taking zip. There is 
nothing for me to take. You don't know how 
frustrating that is to feel as if you are doing 
nothing for your disease. At least if we take 
suramin we feel that we are doing some- 
thing.” 


“We know it is not a miracle drug, but there 
isn't anything else out there,’ Brown said. 
“I'm dying. There isn't anything they can 
me that is worse than what I already 

ave.” 








Windsor is in the midst of an AIDS 
epidemic in the high-risk community 
while a control for the disease remains 
years away, says Dr. Phil Fioret, asso- 
ciate Medical Officer of Health. 

Dr. Fioret told the Metro Windsor- 
Essex County Health Unit board Thurs- 
day three more cases of Acquired Im- 
mune Deficiency Syndrome have been 
discovered in this area in the past 
three weeks. 

One of the three has already died, 


Dr. Fioret said, bringing to nine the » 


number of confirmed deaths locally. 
“This is truly a nasty disease ... that 
doesn't wait around,” he said. 


“IF YOU DESCRIBE epidemic as 
more cases than you would expect, 
then certainly there is an epidemic in 
that sense happening among the high 
risk groups. 

“The message I am trying to get 
across (to most people) is to not get 
worried about this. The people who are 
coming down with this are in those 
high risk groups — the sexually prom- 
iscuous, the homosexual population 
and people who have abuseu intrave- 
nous drugs.” 

Dr. Fioret said he doesn't believe 
there is cause for “panic” in the com- 
munity. He urged preventative mea- 
sures among those in both risk and 
non-risk Categories. 


He also said he is not certain this . 
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area has a “higher than average” ratio 
of AIDS cases to the general popula- 
tion. But it appears that some of those 


who are in the high-risk categories 
have been having their blood tested for 
the disease’s associated antibodies in 
Detroit rather than in Windsor. 


He said there are at least two rea 
sons local residents would go for test- 
ing in the U.S. 

“First of all , the test wasn't readily 
available in Canada until very recent- 
ly,” he said. “Also, there were a lot of 
questions of just what kind of report- 
ing we would be doing here — there 
was a lot of concern about that. 

“We have been trying to assure 
people of the confidentiality of our 
records — they always have been and 
always will be.” 

Windsor's proximity to Detroit has 
probably contributed to the high 
numbers of AIDS victims in this area, 
Dr. Fioret said. There has been no 
indication that heterosexuals here 
have contracted AIDS, but that ts not 
the case elsewhere. 

A breakout in the community as a 
whole remains a grave concern, he 
said, but stressed that the biggest 
threat is to homosexuais and promis- 
cuous heterosexuals. 

But Dr. Fioret said there is growing 
fear that those involved in health care 
— doctors, dentists, lab technicians, 
nurses and ambulance attendants — 
may also come in contact with AIDS 

through their daily duties. 


“IF THE WORRY exists, it would 
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be only that such a person could get 
it,” he said, noting that he has given 
lectures to several professional 
groups about the disease. “Again, the 
risk would be to the individual and 
perhaps his sexual partner. The rest 
of the family really isn't at risk — it 
just isn't that easily spread. 

“There are always risks associated 
with any job, including the health 
care professicnal. And it isn't just 
AIDS — there are other diseases that 
are transmitted.” 

included, he said, would be hepati- 
tis and tuberculosis, for example, but 
hospitals and associations are helping 
keep their staffs on alert. 

While there is widespread public 
concern about how easily the disease 
is spread, he noted, the AIDS virus is 
weak and does not last long outside 
the body. Fears of contracting AIDS 
by shaking hands with a victim or 
being breathed on are not realistic. 

MEANWHILE , the health unit's 
infectious disease drop-in clinic is 
conducting free blood tests Mondays 
between 9 a.m. and noon, said Dr. 
Fioret. The samples are sent to To- 
ronto for analysis and the results are 
kept confidential. 

If people are wary of coming into 
the clinic, he said, the same testing 
can be conducted by a family doctor. 

Dr. Fioret said it is “aifficult to al- 
lay concern” in the community about 
the AIDS problem because of the 
severity of the outbreak and the fatal 
nature of the disease. He does not 
believe a cure or even vaccine can be 
developed before the end of the de- 
cade. 





CANADA 


DISEASE CENTER REPORTS RISE IN HERPES INFECTIONS 
Toronto THE SATURDAY STAR in English 14 Dec 85 p L3 


[Text] Infections from the herpes virus continue to rise in Canada, according 
to a report from the Laboratory Centre for Disease Control in Ottawa. 


The centre received 12,179 reports in 1984, a 20 per cent increase over 1983 
and an eight-fold increase over 1978, the first year for which figures were 
available nationally. The greatest increase in 1984 was in people 40 to 44 
and there was a decrease in reports involving children under 6 months. 


The laboratory centre says media attention about genital herpes may have led 
to more patients seeking a diagnosis, but the continuing upward trend in 
reports suggests a true increase in incidence as well. 


/8309 
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CANADA 


MEASLES OUTBREAKS REPORTED IN VARIOUS AREAS 
Manitoba ‘Epidemic’ 
Windsor THE WINDSOR STAR in English 17 Dec 85 pp Al, AG 


[Text] Winnipeg--A red measles epidemic in the northern Manitoba city of 
Thompson is one of the worst to hit North America in the last five years and 
it is spreading, a physician who examined the outbreak said Monday. 


Dr. Ted Redekop, Thompson's regional medical officer, said about 200 cases 
of the highly contagious disease have been found among school children in the 
city of 15,000 people, located about 800 km (500 miles) north of Winnipeg. 


Dr. Redekop said the number of cases could be even higher because children 
with symptoms of the airborne virus often stay home. 


"Obviously you don't see everyone. An epidemic means different things to 
different people, but when you aren't expecting any this many is an epidemic." 


Dr. Richard Stanwick, a community medicine pediatrician from Winnipeg, was in 
Thompson last week to analyse the outbreak. 


Medical literature on red measles outbreaks indicates the Thompson epidemic 
is worse than a record outbreak last year which affected children along the 
Texas-New Mexico border. 


In the U.S. outbreak, 76 of 8,000 children fell victim to the disease. 


Dr. Stanwick said about 200 out of approximately 4,000 school children and 
1,500 to 2,000 pre-schoolers in Thompson have caught the virus. 


The Thompson outbreak has “three times the attack rate as the American 
experience,” he said. 


The virus has now spread to people in other age groups as well. A new born in 
Thompson recently caught the disease from its mother. 
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Dr. Stanwick said the World Health Organization has identified red measles as 
a disease that should be eradicated. "Measles is a disease that should be a 
memory,” he said. 


Red measles can result in death and permanent brain damage by causing inflama- 
tion of the brain. 


"People say it is a common childhood disease, but the effects are serious," 
he said. “It (immunization) could be life saving," said Dr. Stanwick. 


Meanwhile, the Thompson outbreak has spread to Winnipeg with as many as 
30 children and teenagers displaying clinical symptoms. One case has been 
confirmed. 


A Winnipeg high school and an elementary school have already held immunization 
clinics and a third clinic at another high school is planned for Thursday. 


The red measles vaccine (MMR vaccine) is about 95 per cent effective in protect- 
ing people from catching the virus, depending on when it is injected, 


"If everyone is immunized, five to 10 per cent could catch it anyway because 
the immunization didn't take," Dr Stanwick said. 


But he said the disease usually doesn't spread any further because there aren't 
enough susceptible people to catch the virus. 


He said Thompson, for unknown reasons, did have a pool of people susceptible 
to red measles. He said the mobile nature of the community's population makes 
it very difficult for health officials to check immunization records. 


"Right now control is the key," Dr. Stanwick said. "Then we'll figure out 
the why, where it came from and how it spread." 


In a city-wide blitz Monday, all eight Thompson schools and many city day-care 
centres held immunication clinics, Dr. Redekop said. 


About 890 Thompson children of all ages were identified Friday as doubtfully 
immune. Twenty-five per cent of these cases were later found to be immunized. 


Sixty-five people children were immunized Saturday at Thompson’s provincial 
public health unit. 


Vancouver, Ontario Reports 
Toronto THE TORONTO STAR in English 20 Dec 85 p Al6 
[Article by Lillian Newbery] 


[Excerpts] Although it's theoretically possible to wipe measles off the face 
of the earth, some Canadian young people are still coming down with the disease. 


Despite the availability of a vaccine, this month schoolchildren in Thompson, 
Man., and about 150 in Vancouver have caught measles. 
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Up to Nov. 23 this year, the Laboratory Centre for Disease Control in Ottawa 
had received reports of 2,419 cases of measles across Canada, 505 of them in 
Ontario. 


According to Dr. Stan Acres, chief of the communicable disease division of the 
Federal Health Protection Branch, measles occurs worldwide and can be a serious 
disease. Complications such as middle ear infections and bronchopneumonia occur 
in one in every 10 cases. 


An inflammation of the brain called measles encephalitis occurs in approximately 
one of every 1,000 cases and may result in mental retardation, Acres said. 


"Death is estimated to occur once in 3,006 cases of measles." 


One Vancouver boy is seriously ill in hospital after developing meningitis 
from the measles, said Dr. Ted McLean, director of communicable diseases for 
the Vancouver health department. 


In 1981 and 1982 Ontario and New Brunswick introduced legislation requiring 
children entering school to be vaccinated against measles, mumps, rubella, 
diphtheria, tetanus and polio. Manitoba has since passed similar legislation 
but most provinces are maintaining voluntary immunization. 


McLean said this year's epidemic caught health officials by surprise because 
outbreaks of measles usually occur every three to five years. “This is highly 
unusual," McLean said. "We don't usually see an outbreak two years running." 


Nova Scotia Cases 
Toronto THE GLOBE AND MAIL in English 11 Dec 85 p A2 
[Text] The first proven cases of red measles in more than a year have been 
verified by Nova Scotia health officials. Thirty cases have been reported 


in the New Waterford-Glace Bay area since late October. 


/8309 
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INFLUENZA CASES REPORTED AT TORONTO HOSPITALS, NURSING HOME 


Norwalk Virus at Mount Sinai 


Toronto THE GLOBE AND MAIL in English 21 Nov 85 p AS 


[Article by Susan Delacourt } 


{Text } 


BY SUSAN DELACOURT 
The Globe and Mail 


The flu that halted admissions to 
Toronto's Mount Sinai Hospital has 
been identified as being caused by 


the tiny, extremely contagious 





Norwalk virus, and epidemiologists 
have determined it came from out- 
side the 


hospital. 

The precise source of the virus, 
however, still eludes scientists 
st the outbreak, which has 
affected about 600 patients and staff 
a ee ae 


team from the US. Centres for 
Disease Control at Atlanta. Their 


epidemiologist 

Sinai, Ms Girard-Peariman said. 
The Norwalk virus, which has 

never been known to be fatal, is 

transmitted through water, accord- 


ly 


ing to Wah-Kiam Chia, technologist 
in charge of the virology depart- 
ment at Toronto General Hospital. 
That means that the primary way to 
catch the iliness would be by drink- 
ing water or eating food cooked in 
water containing the virus. 

Mr. Chia was one of dozens of 
scientists in several hospitals look- 
ing into the cause of the Mount Sinai 

ic. His ‘investigation also 
pointed to! the Norwalk virus, which 
is about the size of a polio virus and 
extremely difficult to detect. 

This is not the first time the 


Norwalk virus has affected the 


operations of an institution. It has 
made its presence felt in several 
nursing homes and schools in the 
United States in recent years. It is, 
however, the first time a flu has 
halted admissions to a Toronto 
hospital since the early part of the 
cmmny. the city health riment 
said 


There have been no reports of the 
flu striking outside Mount Sinai. Flu 
reports are slow to come in, health 
department spokesman Anne Moon 
said, but doctors would be wise to 
report cases similar to the Mount 
Sinai illness. 

The hospital decided not to admit 
new patients last Friday, after @ 
new cases were reported. About 175 
of its beds remain empty, but other 
downtown hospitals, as Toron- 
to General and St. Michael's, say 
they are not having any increase in 
patients. ‘ 
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Wellesley Hospital 
Toronto THE TORONTO STAR in English 26 Nov 86 p A7 
[Text] Sixteen staff members and six patients at Toronto's Wellesley Hospital 
are suffering from flu-like symptoms similar to those in the recent outbreak 


at Mount Sinai Hospital, a Wellesley official says. 


That's four more staff members and four fewer patients than Sunday, the official 
said yesterday. 


The count on patients was reduced because the "gastro-type" problems reported 
did not fall into the same category, the spokesman added. 


The outbreak at Wellesley is not nearly as widespread as that the flu-like 
virus at Mount Sinai, which struck 730 patients and staff before it was brought 
under control. 


Normal admissions to Mount Sinai resumed last Saturday. 


At Wellesley, two sections of the fourth floor remain closed while attempts are 
made to trace the virus. 


The hogpital is unlikely to identify the virus before tomorrow, spokesman 
George Truss said. 


In Mount Sinai's case, a special team from the Atlanta Centres for Disease 
Control flew to Toronto and classified the virus as Norwalk. The virus is said 
to be so contagious it can spread without direct bodily contact. 


Visiting is not restricted at Wellesley, Truss said, but visitors are being 
cautioned. 


Heritage Nursing Home 
Toronto THE SUNDAY STAR in English 1 Dec 85 p A3 
{Article by William Clark] 
[Text] A flu-like virus that causes vomiting and diarrhea has struck 25 more 
residents at the Heritage Nursing Home as the highly contagious illness con- 


tinues its sweep of the Queen St. E. facility. 


Administrator Jordan Glick said 53 of the 201 residents and six staffers have 
been affected since Wednesday. 


"The doctor just told us that we could be dealing with something that won't 
leave us until every resident has gone through it,” he said. 
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Glick said tests still are being conducted but it's believed Heritage has 
been struck by the Norwalk virus, which affected more than 730 patients and 
staff at Mount Sinai Hospital several weeks ago and two dozen people at 
Wellesley Hospital. 


The virus, although very unpleasant, isn't dangerous, health authorit‘’es say. 


It runs its course in 24 to 48 hours, but people can continue to spread it 
for an additional 72 hours. 


Isolated in Rooms 


Glick said nursing home staffers are wearing gowns, masks and gloves in an 
attempt to stop the virus from spreading. 


"Those residents who have it are isolated in their rooms," he said. "Whatever 
goes into their rooms stays there or goes into the garbage." 


The nursing home has been closed to visitors and volunteers until the 
outbreak subsides. 


Doug Enright, a health ministry spokesman, said yesterday the Norwalk virus 
is “not a serious illness--it's not associated with death.” 


"The symptoms are flu-like, but flu would tend to be more serious," Enright 
said. 


Flu can affect the respiratory system and “tends to last considerably longer-- 
a week to 10 days," he said. 


/8309 
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HIGH DIABETES INCIDENCE REPORTED AMONG SW ONTARIO INDIANS 
Toronto THE TORONTO STAR in English 20 Dec 85 p A2 
[Article by Paula Adamick] 


[Text] London, Ont.--Nearly 50 per cent of Indians on southwestern Ontario 
reserves develop diabetes by age 45, compared to only iO per cent of the 
general population, a doctor says. 


"I'd call it an epidemic among Iudians in southwestern Ontario," said 

Dr. Susan Ebers, an expert in infectious and epidemic diseases at the 
University of Waterloo. Her findings are the result of a recent study done 
with doctors who serve the Oneida, Chippewa, and Muncey reserves near London. 


Diabetes was unknown in native Canadians prior to 1940, Ebers said, and diet 
may be an important factor in the high incidence. 


"We are now seeing adult diabetes frequently in teenagers," said Dr. Irwin 
Antone, a member of the Oneida band. 


Studying Diet 


"We're looking at the present diet to try to change it from the high sugar and 
high starch, back to the more traditional diet of lentils, vegetables and lean 
meat." 


Antone said many teenagers on the reserve are obese, contributing to the 
development of diabetes, as well as an abnormally high incidence of high blood 
pressure, anemia, bronchitis and pneumonia. 


"But we don't think it's just diet causing this," said Antone. “There's a 
lot of social stress on the reserves as well.” 


Terry Henry, 43, chief of the Chippewa band has been affected by diabetes. 


"Diabetes is just a fact of life on the reserve," he said. "I know that 
neither I, my wife or my child will live as long as yours.” 
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Henry's wife was diagnosed as diabetic two years ago. Her sister and brother 
are both diabetic. In addition, Henry's father died of renal failure, a 
diabetes complication, while in his 50s. Of his father's seven brothers and 
sisters, Henry said that six died of diabetes complications. 


Treating the problem may be a complex matter. 
Caused by Stresses 


"You must have mental health as well as physical health,” said Oneida chief 
Alfred Day, “It's a very slow process and we're not going to get out of it 
overnight.” 


Day thinks that the health of native Canadians has been eroded by both 
cultural and physical stresses. 


"These factors have created uneasiness and sickness and have combined to have 
a major negative impact on their health,” he said. 


Leroy Dolson, the Muncey chief, said the incidence of diabetes is probably 
higher than 50 per cent because Eber's estimate is based on band members who 
visit doctors. He said some natives still don't visit doctors because of 
dissatisfaction and the high turnover in clinic staff. 


“Always meeting new faces, it is hard to get trust in anyone,” he said. “If 
you don't have trust, you won't go.” 
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CANNED MUSHROOMS SUSPECTED IN FOOD POLSONING IN ONTARIO TOWN 


Ottawa THE WEEKEND CITIZEN in English 30 Nov 85 p A4 


[Text] 


/8309 
CSO: 


TIMMINS (CP) — The federal 
Health Department is 
a nationwide check of Astra 
brand commercial canned mush- 


food poisoning was from the 
mushrooms, but whether the 


5420/41 
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— cases of food poisoning 
rom the canned mushrooms,” 
which are sold to institutions and 


restaurants, said Bruce Fortin, su- 


know about 

All 17 people were treated but 
none was put in hospital, Fortin 
said 

Alexander Hukowich, local 
medical officer of health «aid it 
appears the cause was improper 
handling since contamination was 
not found in unopened cans 

Hukowich said all cans of 
mushrooms and samples of the 

tza have been collected and the 

ith uni’ is continuing its inves- 

tigation 








CANADA 


BRIEFS 


MEASLES IN MANITOBA--The total number of measles cases reported in Winnipeg 
has climbed to 110 with the discovery of 10 new cases on Monday, Manitoba's 
director of communicable diseases said. Dr. Margaret Fast said that depending 
on the number of youngsters still in need of immunization, it may be necessary 
to set up more emergency clinics. In Thompson, Man., more than 250 school 
children have been struck by measles. The disease is generally not 
threatening but in rare cases can result in encephalitis, a dangerous 
inflammation of the brain. [Text] [Toronto GLOBE & MAIL in Fnglish 8 Jan 86 p 
A23) /13104 


ONTARIO TB CASE--The Temiskaming health unit is conducting tests for 
tuberculosis after a registered nurse at a hospital in this northern Ontario 
commuity was found to have the disease last month. John Armstrong, Fnglehart 
District Hospital administrator, said the 318 patients who had been admitted 
to the hospital since June 1985 are among those being tested. Dr. S8rian 
Primrose of the health unit said 69 residents and 16 staff members have 
contracted the TB bacteria. [Text] [Ottawa THE CITIZEN 9 Jan 86 p A110) 
413104 
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BILHARZIA ELIMINATION DISCUSSED 


Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 5 Jan 86 p 3 


[Text] 


THE problems of Bitharzia have increased and 
become an even greater threat, a8 rats have become 
carriers of the disease, which increases the possibill- 
ties of man’s infection. The potential effects of the 
spread of this disease, warrant an immediste and 
effective solution. 


Dr. Medhat Khatagi, e professor of Tumour Surgery 
at the Cancer and Tumours institutes, has developed 
an original solution to remedy this problem. The 
basis of the solution is to eliminate the small canals 
which now supply the fields with water and establish 
a system of pipes, ranging between 8 and 12 metres 
in size. A water pump, gauged to pump water at a cer. 
tain pressure, would be installed et the beginning of 
each pipe. As a result of the rapid flow and pressure 
of the water, rats and Bilharzia worms would ve unea- 
bie to survive. Furthermore, the elimination of the 
canals would prevent their contamination by 
humens, another factor contributing to the spread of 
this disease. 

The implementation of this system would siso 
increase the amount of erable land, by virtue of the 
elimination of the canals and water wheels. Water 
wheels and canais now encompass approximately 
140 feddans, worth an estimated LE 1.7 million. These 
funds could be usec to defray the costs of the pipes 
and pumps for the new system. 

An additional related bene/it to be derived through 
the use of this system is that the use of cattle to turn 


44 


EGYPT 











/9317 
CSO: 4500/60 


the water wheels will be eliminated and the animals 
could be used for the production of milk and meat, 
thereby enhancing the country’s animal production. 

Adoption of this system would also allow the far- 
mers to employ modern iiigation techniques, such 
as the drip and spray methods, which conserve 
approximately 50 per cent of the water used. Further- 
more, the elimination of the canal system would pre- 
vent the penetration of canal water to subterranean 
water sources and the great loss of water through 
surface evaporation. These factors would increase 
the amount of water available to reciaim and cultivate 
new areas. 


Dr. Khafagi’s proposal is »'sbie and its implemen- 
tation woula decrease the prevalence of Biiharzia, 
increase the amount of cultivable land and a more 
efficient and effective use of both the country’s ani- 
mal wealth and its water resources. Relevant govern- 
mental officials shculd give sericus consideration to 
this suggestion and should refine any technical areas 
necessary to Insure its beneficial application in the 
pertinent areas ot Egypt. 








GHANA 


ASTKASU FIGHTS CUINEA-WORM OUTBREAK WITH BORE HOLES 

Accra PEOPLE'S DAILY GRAPHIC in English 12 Dec 85 p 8 

[Article by Abdul Aziz] 

[Text] The people of Asikasu, a farming village in the Berekum District of 
Brong-Ahafo, have constructed boreholes as a means of fighting guinea worm 


which has broken out in the area. 


According to Mr Anane Adjei, Brong-Ahafo Regional Organising Assistant of CDRs, 
with this measure, the disease is being brought under control. 


He said they had to take the initiative since the disease was threatening farm- 
ing and schooling activities in the area. The classrooms were virtually de-. 
Serted as teachers and school children fell victim to the disease, he said. 


Mr Anane Adjei mentioned Dormaa District, Berekum and Sunyani as some of the 
badly affected areas. 


He further announced that the CDRs and health authorities in the region have 


Started an educational campaign with the Berekum district on the need to boil 
water before drinking it. 


CSO: 5400/65 
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PLANS FOR NEW, CUBAN-ASSISTED MEDICAL SCHOOL REVIEWED 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 1 Nov 85 p 5 


[Text] 


Burnhem in 
err s 
echool s 


/12379 
cso: 5440/0358 


posed to the communities 
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GUYANA 


indees representative Dr. 
Rolphie Richards said 











PRESS REPORTS RAMIFICATIONS OF AIDS SCARE 


HONG KONG 


Call for Separate Blood Test Center 


Hong Kong HONGKONG STANDARD in English 23 Nov 85 p 2 


[Text] 


WANCTIAL district beard meniber Dr Albert ( beung, who 
is alse a bie chemist, yesterday called for the setting up of a 
separate bleed testing centre. 

The new centre, he said, could be weed by people, whe 
now have their bleed tested on the pretext of being donors. 

Rieed tests for potential donors are provided free of 
charger. 

Dir Cheung said: “The aim of the proposal is to prevent 
our bleed bank becoming polluted.” 

his call came after the disctosure by the Red ( ross saying 
that they had detected positive cases of donors having been 
exposed to the Acquired lmmune Deficiency Syndrome 
(ATEYS). 

The director of the Blood Transfusion Service, Dr Susan 
Leong, said that « «mall number of cases indicated 


Blood Donors Frightened 


Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST in English 23 Nov 85 p 16 


[Text] 


TEAR of AITIS among Hongkong Mood do- 
nors thes year caweed a 1) per com drop m 
bload donations to the Red Crogs in March 
Thee «as rewealed im the anneal report of 
the Hongkong Red Cross. etch described the 
AIDS scare as the mayor problem affecting the 
recrurtment of new donors 
This followed the admwesion of the first 
victom of Acquered Immune Deficrency Syn- 
drome to a local hospital. Since then there 
have heen two other cases and two fatalities 
The Hongkong Red Cross annual report 
blamed the media for the decline im response 
“The almost daily accounts ence then m 
the newspapers. on TV and on radio, which 
descrrhed one oF other aspects of the drecase 
further craded donor response. and by the ond 
of March a noticeable drop im response of 12 
perceet was seen over the two-month period 


' 
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as compared with last year's figures.” sand the 
report 

“tn order to allay the public's fears, cones 
tent efforts are herng made. and «ill comtenuc 
to be made to publecrse and reassure people 
that the giving of Mhomd can im ho way pul 
them at rrsk of catchone the disease ~ 

In epute of the ATTYS scare, the total Mood 
collected m the year to March represent. 
ed a 6.4 per cent morease compared with the 
previous year 

However, while the media was Mamed for 
causing the drop-off on donations for the blood 
coflecthhon centres, 1 was credited with grveng 
“enthusastic support for our cause during the 
year 

lt was also credited woth helping to drapel 
fears that donors could catch AIDS by donat. 
ing ther Mood and Mood donations have 
wnce recovered to normal level 








Hotline for High Risk Groups 


Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA SUNDAY MORNING POST in English 24 Nov 85 p 1 


[Article by Ann Quon] 


[Text] 


A special AIDS hotline 
siarts tomorrow for those 
who fear they have the killer 
disease. 


It ws for the exclusive use of 
high-risk groups, including 
homoscxuals, haemophiliacs, 
and drug addicts. And it is being 
introduced at a time when the 
gay community ts increasingly 
worned about the activitics of 
the SIL) — the Special Investiga- 
tions Unit — set up by the police 
to investigate homosexual activi- 
ty. which +s illegal in Hongkong. 

The hothne 1s sponsored by the 
Medsecal and Health Department 
which has been under growing pres- 
sure to step up measures to contain 
the spread of AIDS 

It well be manned by a trarned semor 
health nurse ender instructions to treat 
all inquiries mm strict confidence 

Invtially. the hotheme (3.710225) will 
be open on Monday to Friday from 
2 pm to 4%) pm. bu the hours will be 
mcrcased if demand rises 

Thes facility « different from the 
public hotline set up om March for gener- 
al AITYS enquiries. The thinking now i 
that so much fear and misintormatron 
surrounds the discase that the Govern. 
ment must diffuse i by targeting those 
Most sesceptitlc 

People wang the service will be given 
a secret code to guarantee anonymity 
and cownsetiong ell be provided over 
the phone A comsulteng physician well 
he on call to handle more detaried 
MMQUEnIes 

Free toad tests and back-up clical 
servrces well he provided 

“Wihele we have no evidence to 
prove that AIDS i a serious protliem 
vet. we dont want AIDS to epread 

‘at's why @e are setieng op this cere. 
we. 1 ot docs epread, 1 will he through 
the tughrrsk groups” sand th EK 
Yeoh Hongkong's foremost authorrty 
on the drecase and a member of the 
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Governments key AIDS thenk-tank 
group. the AIDS Adv rsery C ommutice 

So far. three poople ave diced locally 
from the descasc. whech attacks the 
bods s nmmunc system 

Meanwhile, members of the gay 
community sa thes have notewocd an 
morcase mm SIU surverilance m recent 
months 

Sard one: “Il came out of a nightclub 
late onc cyscnene and «was followed 
home fust as I reached the door of my 
busking. a man entroduced hinsclf as a 
moemir of the Sit) and asked me qucs- 
thoms Whe where Td heen and who I had 


been with | thought they stopped domng 
that hong ago 

Other homoscsuals told semeilar 
sonies 

“Just when thongs had qurctencd 
down, ut all seems to be starting up 
agar «ft can only be because of the 
AIDS scarce.” sand another 

lew the past tee vears. the wet. a 
divrwon of the Sorrows and Onrganrsed 
Cres Croup, had relaved its erp on 
moernrtormng homoscxual activitecs Thess 
followed severe crrtrcrsm of a raed on the 
Datel har wn Central m January 1984 
As a result, the wats manpewrcr was 
reduced and rt concentratcd on assisting 
mn top-level homecne cases 

Rut. according to pole sources, the 
wnt has heen qurcth strengthened m 
recent months and is now up to es full 
commpicment of about 40) officers 

Sand a police source “Ow rouwsly, the 
concern about AIDS on Hongkong has 
spread te the SIT! which has a mandate 
to Monto gay activities — 

lhe wnt 6 headed by Supt Steve 
Vickers who took up the post during the 
summer 

The source saved that a veil of scorecy 
had heen drawn around the ent and 
that rts members had been mstructed 
net to drecess the wnrt's work 

ht + wnderstond that all phone m- 
quires to the wont must be lopped and 
that thes has created uncavness within 
the wait, which feels has nothing to 
hock 

\ched to confirm these frecdent 8 
spokesman for the poloe publ reta- 
trons branch sand “We do not comment 
en operatronal matters © 








Comment from Leading Expert 


Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA SUNDAY MORNING POST in English 24 Nov 85 


[Text ] 


There is ne one who knows the trac extent 
of the AIDS threat in Henghong more than 
Ihr FAK. Veoh. And there is nothing more 
frestrateng than knowing there is ne remeds 
for a disease for which there is ne cure. 

Nenetheless, as Honghong’s leading os 
pert on AIDS, it is Dr Veoh to whom the 
Covernment. the medical profession and the 
public are looking to for advice on how to 
mobilise the territory against the «pread of 
the deadly disease 

The pressure facing Dr Veoh is daunting. 
\imest daily. stories about the dixcaw’s M 
fects cles here only seem to nourish the seeds 
of paranoia that have been planted in the 
territers. 

When he joined the AIDS Advisors C om- 
mittee, a think-tank group <ct up by the 
Medical and Health Department in December 


te tormulate the official appreach te VIDS, 
there were ae VIDS cases in Hongkong. 

New three people are dead and there are 
an undetermined number of people believed to 
be infected with the VIDS sires in Hongkong. 
lhowsands of bleed tests have been taken 
that «ill provide vital clucs as te how many. 

Despite the benefit of these statistics plas 
valuable research information provided from 
other countries where the disease is more 
prevalent. Dr Veoh cannot say «hen the acest 
case will strike of indeed whether VIDS ail 
reach cpidemic preportions here 

“Ht poses a seriows threat and we have to 
find ways te control the disease as quickly as 
we can.” he said in his Queen Mars Hevpital 
office 

Hongkong. he said, is fortunate in that the 
discase is only just starting to emerge and it is 


still a long was from the acar-crisis level it 
has reached in the U nited States. 

Neanctheless, be dofends the Medical and 
Health Department against critics who say 
the Government is not doing cnough to com- 
bat the problem. 

“The Government started doing something 
last sear when it put the working group 
together and that was before the first AIDS 
case even occurred.” he said 

\ nenesi aed highis petsenabic man «he 
suffers from cameta-shiness, Dr Veoh de- 
lined te mention that he was sclected to ge to 
the United States last spring for a course on 
AIDS. OF that he «as pot in charge of the 
Scientific Working Group, a beds set ap in 
July consisting of physicians. sirologists. 
nurses and Red ( ress representatives, which 
vould carrs out the ree dations of the 
Advisors C ommitice 

Looking nech younger than his ¥9 years, 
Dy Veoh said the Government is aware of the 
need to take firm and decisive action in 
dealing with AIDS. 


Rut that can only happen when they know 
what thes are dealing with. 


That could be as carly as next month, 
when the Gevernment releases its results on 
AIDS blood tests which it has been conduct- 
ing for the past four months. 


More than anvene, Dr Veoh has defended 
the confidentiality of the bleed tests and 
worked hard at gaining the confidence of 
private practitioners. It is through them that 
he hopes homosexuals, members of one of the 
high-risk groups, «ill submit themselves for 


tests. 





Fear of Disease Is Infectious 





\ premnent gay bus. 
nessman says he has cut 
hack on hes sexual activity 
out of fear of catching 
AWS A mayor medical 
meurance fiom refuses to 
mesure thease of suspects of 
having VIDS) And a med 
cal researcher mtcnt on 
finding out more about the 
mcnence of the killer drs- 
case locally ons. frustrated 
because he can't get the co- 
operation he needs 


Imrcasonghs focal fears 
ahouwt catcheong AIDS are has 
mg a mrotownd etlect bn the 
war Hongkong goes about its 
business 


hi wsonflucncme how poo 
ple choose thor scxual part 
ners. has made cortamn hus 
nesses Wars of the habulitecs 
thes may tae om handle 
AIDS customers and con 
fronted doctors with onc of 
the most halfling purszics of 
meviornatas mode 

\ithough of has mot reach. 
cd the omdcmn proportions 
of the Unrted States. sus 
crons hase been aroused 
he all about the prevalence 
of the discase and how sor. 
ous a problem a may he. 
cern : 

So far, three poople have 
deal trom the descase thes 
scar and there 1s concern that 
uniok! numbers may have 


ty 


sO 


hoon cxpescd te the vines” 
Vhs symptoms take ans 
whore from three months to 
five sears te devchop 

\ooordtng to th FOR 
Yeoh. Hongkong s leadeng 
authority en AIDS and the 
chairman of the Govern. 
ments Scontthe Workong 
(oroup. whech osm charge of 
montormnge the VIDIS prety. 
lem. there * fo redeoatroen af 
is roaching abnormal propor- 
teerres 

Ih ss comnnood that the 
AIDS scare has boon crepes 
ated and that mach of the 
confison surrounding tors 
basco on apne ancy 

lhe problem «= that a 
has crcated an wratrenal nea 
thon mn poole and there ms a 








pomcral mrendcortandeng of 
bere the cheecaw ms trarsenet 
thule Se! 

ihoat stam os shared fy 
cheaters om the prevatc sche 
whe tect th Cam creeeent 
met ceeng cnough te oduct 
thy prerbrbnc 

Sord Prelwwt Robert 
( hang of the ( hence t erect 
wr We arc mm dane of 
; nteme be Lo. alee «ovr 
down eeth VIDS brhke loners 

So ter the Cencrmmecnmt + 
cthewts have Room coeptence 
Lrg hs tee oftcreme tres Pvbs we af 
hosts and someone parnpiricts 
om STDS te preeatc pract 
treme rs 

Semce Vege ahead t0nW 
When? teats have Poew con 
dented through ts sxcsal bh 
geome «cleees Amether SON) 
hosts havc hoon portermed on 
heed saerpics fromm These om 
beh orsk groups ancl sheet 
ve on saneptes roferrod by 
pers atc Practefromcrs aad pre 
vate and seb cmtod hosxprtals 

T tye Rod f teres Prbe we nef 
“ TOU IONE ‘ah SAA has 
testesd ahwent *S (08) weete of 
hha? Top te moe hewcver 
thre mthwrtas havc hoon 
role tant te cea tose the fred 
rags of thes tests These om 
term has tectlod probe sug 
cron ateout the frac catemt «A 
thre recom 

Pax aus of the arancty the 
fern crmmcnt has deoedod te 
rhawsee the teecdenges of ots 
Wiews!? tows a6 carly as meat 
rrec vet hy 

fixre has boon fe at 
howe tee fale ae thee sad 
Th Voor We wma wanted 
he “art ent wc get o lore 
cnomgh data haw te de any 
ro abeste: anprarsal ef the prot 


Thot berm ace hao t per 
tod s hat ALLE is bee a 


mar foetal frowns te 


\ frevrtrerc taal hoastaces 
mon sacs that be re eo Gewrecd 
phre vert Cerrnte ae Teng the chrec ww 
that bh hos weet Peed ore “ 
ual prartences ter erpceevthys 

\rrwthcs sand fhe os coretel 
a herent tab ine ™ pret perers 
wm hom Pec prec es ec cerita ts 

fone of the Prettcens pre 
tat) Practitrencrs cm ownteT 
ahen tre vtene | STL AAD | sual 


Patecnts rs thew far of ™~T™ } 
cwheon The coal tear of hoor 
caught the authorities ter 
adenettong thor hermes wast 
“ts and seleogecen! prone 
hon. greater than thew tear 
of catcheng AITYS., say doctors 
eC sperke to 

Disgte phodiges from the 
Modsal and Health Depart 
mecmt that all thera! teats well 
he treated om the Sextet of 
confidence and that all sam 
pics well he contod to mack the 
ndcatits of the dener 
howmersci cals sas thes arc stell 
wars of eorne tow tests 

fm prevate decter sand 
that among brs coflcapucs. te 
® aware that “Y) herd! som 
ples have hoon selrwrticd ter 
LTT WK & Stine Fisvc have come 
hack pewtrve SOV samnptcs 
secre trom momhers of the 
hegh trek greg whack cog 
gcosts that as many as 2S pee 
com are ATDIN carreers 

1 are commsemcd Pou wer 
of these coselts that SHIN vs 
mach more wedesprcad than 
« are ted te Peheve bre 
sand 

Resides homeosct@ats, 
Phe orngh cong ‘ hocmmogwhrleaes 
are ahee at reek freer comrtarne 
nated bleed tranches 
Atheet of the sovrrhets & este 
matod 1S) bacerecepivelec san 
treatod threugh Cron cremmcnt 
chens ood oo ter there has 
hoon me omc: atece that Phew! 
che wrne ot Seepypyecs havc hoon af 
tor tod 

Nonetheless, Prof ( hang 
cstemates that as many as W) 
mr com ef them could hx 
ATTN carreces horeeed om errr 
lar frrvcdrrngs m the 1 evted 
Mates 


These cotemmaetc Pewee? 


divpetod th C« rerrcmt ae 
thertas eho per rhohy Say 
the figure *s closer to Wor 40 
meer ¢ re 


Vetheowt aes choca oneeca 
om «6of 6th ATTN pred 
frown the werthveeretecs Chore are 
thos who orc tabenge matticrs 
porte thor one bemeds 

{ maneer mm ou ol inser 
ame compan has docwded te 
horeenatc the gevecres of any 
pr vray beohiews eho come 
domn arth the drecanw 
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Mince from (Xena Paceia) 

ahah has wo coon tron 
herts \eecrnan aarmmctake — 
towk the door te cancel ets 
munrame onmcage of AIDS 
sx tems aficr one potas hold 
cv contracted the dexcae m 
the tl erted States. Tt has also 
tahon of off ots leet of conmcrage 
m ots top lnc cxccwtrwe pack- 
apes 

hex € rows 6 erm #6 fore 
om ofthtt modual esverance 
formes te take a bared beok of 
thn oan pwn ns ancl at least 
three mapper evtcrnateonal 
fines are How aw arting m- 
stracteoms from ther home 
efttaccs 

Micawebelk at hast ene 
moet al coscanc her os tryeng to 
ditlew the mystery that ser- 
rermrebs thre ATDIS pecthom 
heath Prof Chane on a 
brverw t chp: d ovtormateenal cs 
pvt em SIN eee workong 
owt of the C hemes terse 
1) hos fer the past several 
rreeertivs Poon rieng te con 
duct a secntein serves on the 
metonme of ATTN of I hong 
hone aed how affects 
Asians 

Ihe has offered te cendact 
pretrivety toate cp bbs? carn 
ples sobeeticd Py pres ate 
practetrencrs foe of change 
het bes offer has so far oct 
wrth rosrstancy 

lvc had fe renprerner 
from provate doctors.” sand 
Prot Chang “!l want te find 
out what rs pormng on, bet im 
Bott rene reve ber 

Peon though the Corner 
mont plaws te release the re 
sults of ots Weed tests as carly 
as fest menth @ es epbrhety 
that the pullwn eel know 
what porcomtage of the pope 
lateon are \TDIN carreces 

hy Yooh aches tedges 
that bec aes the Crom ce erent 
bho scroomeng tests steprrlate 
areernysy epeety ww. west Ww 
perepersvetc te deter rreme the 
mntome of ATA of cach of 
the Prag resk prevenpys 

rot ( hang says that hes 
vhotees combed De Ip hom deter 
rrme procesety that Pet erty 
vl weblews fy gts the oo 
empty vtec bw noes Oe 8 OO 
cormed that JIT aol coerten 
we te be sorrewndded fy a tear 
that te thevks  eopbecwltlyy 


art erm C8SaT 





Effect on Tourist Industry 


Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST in English 4 Dec 85 p 14 


{Article by Patricia Tse] 


[Text] 


/931? 


Threats of AIDS checks 
on tourrnsts entering China 
could damage the Hongkong 
tournst industry if they are 
carned out 

Rut Hongkong travel 
agencies yesterday reacted 
with caution to reports from 
China that special AIDS 
centres will be opened in 
mayor cities such as Being 
and Shanghai to monitor 
tourrsts, foreign students and 
Chinese people who have 
regular contact with foreign- 
ers 

And a Chinese health offi- 
cial im Shenzhen told the 
SCM Post that the proposals 
are only being considered 

Hongkong travel agents 
were unclear as to what de- 
gree of monitoring the Chi- 
nese authorities wanted on 
AIDS, but were worred 
about the effect on tourism if 
( hina went ahead to check all 
foreign tourrsts 


The director and deputy 
gecncral manager of Wah Nam 
Travel Service, Mr KO. Tam 
sard between one million and 
two mithon foreign tourists 
travel to different parts of 
(hina cach year after a stoo 
in Hongkong 

If all those tourists had to 
be tested for AIDS of produce 
proof of thew being free from 
the disease, « would un- 


CSO: 5450/0080 
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doubtedly have an adverse 
effect on tourism 


He sant: “I think manda- 
tory checking on all foreign 
tournsts before or after enter- 
ing China would be mmpracti- 
cal and costly 


“So far. from what I 
understand, the Chinese au- 
thorities are only planning to 
check the blood of forcign 
people who marry Chinese in 
China.” 


Miss Teresa Kuan. man- 
ageress of Kwan Kin Travel 
Service, sand she considered 1 
unlikely that China would 
check tourrsts for AIDS 


She sand “lt depends on 
what they mean by monitor- 
ing. and whether it is volun- 
tary or mandatory 

“If China wanted to per- 
form Mood tests they need 
sophisticated equipment and 
cupertise, and they also re- 
quire computers to help them 
store results of tests on indi- 
viduals and to keep on file.” 

In a tclephone interview 
with the SCM Post, a mem- 
ber of the health mespecthon 
unit at Shenzhen said health 
workers m China are con- 
cerned about AIDS and are 
“closely monitoring” the 
situation 

No Chinese has so far 
heen fownd to have AIDS, but 
m June an American tourrst 
dred of the disease in Ren ing 








HONG KONG 


REPORTS INDICATE HIGH CONCERN OVER AIDS SPREAD 


Tests Reveal Probable Carriers 


Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST in English 31 Dec 85 pp 1, 9 


[Article by Patricia Tse: 


[Text] 


At least 53 people in Hong- 
kong have been exposed to 
AIDS and are most probably 
carriers, the Government re- 
vealed yesterday, breaking 
four months of silence. 

The Medical and Health 
Department arrived at the fig- 
ure after screening just 65.684 
blood samples, albeit from 
high-risk groups. 

Ihe highest percentage of 
people exposed to AIDS was 
in the haemophiliac group. 


The said none 
of the 53 had developed full 
AIDS symptoms. 


But the chairman of an 
AIDS stedy group, Dr F.K. 
Veoh, said about 10 per cent of 
people exposed to AIDS even- 
tually fell victim to the disease. 
Another 20 per cent contracted 
a “milder form of the disease.” 

Three men have died from 


‘ATDS in Hongkong. 


The department's deputy 
director, Dr S.11. Lee, said 
there was no cause for “undue: 
panic” as the 53 caves were 
being closely monitored. The 
risk of their passing on the 
disease was minimal. 

Dr Veoh said: “Some of 
these 53 might not develop 
AIDS at all throughout their 
lives, but there is the threat of 
spreading it to their sexual 
partners or babies.” 

Ihere is a free blood -test- 
ing service in Hongkong. a 
specialised clinic for treatment 
and two telephone hot lines for 
queries: 

Dr Veoh said the presence 
of antibodies to the AIDS +i- 
rus in the blood meant the 53 


fy 


"AIDS Tests Reveal 


53 


53 Probable Carriers"/ 


were most likely AIDS carri- 
ers. The most important thing 
was to know how the AIDS 
virus could be transmitted and 
what precautions to take. 

High-risk groups also in- 
clude homosexuals and intra- 
venous drug users. 

Dr Veoh said there «as so 
far no evidence that ATS had 
spread to intravenous drug us- 
ers in Hongkong. 

CM the %6 cases in shich 
exposure to ATDS has been 
discovered, including the three 
fatalities, the department said 
38 were haemophiliacs cight 
homosexuals, one bisexual, 
three heterosexuals with con- 
tacts with prostitutes from 
abroad, and another six 
unknown. 

Dr Veoh said three of these 
six were either tourists of tem- 
porary residents and had left 
Hongkong before the results 
of bleed tests sere kaown. 

\nother three cases were 
confidential referrals from pri- 
vate doctors and had not come 
to the Government for any fol- 
low-up consultation of 
treatment. 

It was also revealed vester- 
day for the first time that of 
58.561 people who had donat- 
ed bleed since ATDIS blood 
test-kits were available in 
August, two had shown signs 
of AIDS, a percentage of 
0.003. 

1)r | ce aloo said none of the 
41 donors of semen referred to 
the Government by the Family 
Planning Association, nor 
bleed from SOR intraenous 
drug users, nor M1 health care 
staff iested were found to have 





“amtibedics to the AIDS vires. In other countries, 
Five of 6.263 attendants at tics show only one per cent of 
‘,werament clinics, “here « jents ex- 





From a total of TR referrals the disease 
from private doctors and sub- Dr ce also said that since 
conte® Renpitaie, ancther Gre July. cach blood products had 
coat eeees e been made virus free by com. 

From 118 referrals from pulsory heat treatment 
Government hospitals and 
clinics, three were positive Dr Veoh said the Govern- 

The Government is moni- ment had received 108 calls 
toring the situation with hee- after it set up its AILS hotline 
moaphiliecs. (9 82 tested. M4. He said the line eas manned 
or 46 per cent, were positive, by medical experts and a back - 
the highest percentage in all up specialised clinic service 
- pte patients 

The figure is similar to that as are 
of other countries where Fac only referred to by sumber 
tor VIII — 2 blood concentrate They do not have to reveal 
taken by haemophiliacs - is man Rar gee Fog tape Lag 

came surprise nothing * pole 
——s — , this information is confiden- 

He emphasised that these tial between doctor and pa- 
patients and their families tient,” Dr Veoh said. 
were being counselled by their Starting on I hersday, clin- 
doctors and the chance of their ic hours will be extended from 
eventually developing AIDS nae 0 S OS Seeaye oe 


Treatment of Exposed Children 


Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST in English 1 Jan & p 1 


[Article by Patricia Tse: 


[ext] 


Hongkong haemophiliac 
children exposed to the AIDS 
virus should be put in a special 
school to avoid the panic 
shown by some communities 
m America and Austraha 


The suggestion has come 
from Wanchai Dretrict Board 
member Dr Albert Cheung 
foliowing revelations by the 
Medical and Health Depart- 
ment (MHD) that 38 Hong. 
kong people - one third of 


them chridren — havc heen ea. 


posed to the virus through 1m- 
ported American hood and 
are potential AIDS carriers 

And another doctor has 
talked about their constant 
fear that people will find out 
about then condition 

Dr Cheung sand his com- 
ments would generate contro- 
versy — but segregation of hac- 
mophiliac children would 
avord a repeat in Hongkong of 
panic reactions overseas 
where such children had been 
hanned from ordinary schools 
and where there had also been 
wider discrimination 

Concern had been cx- 
pressed by some Hongkong 
doctors about hacmophilys 


"Special School Urged for Child AIDS Victims"7 
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patients exon before the MHD 
released the figure of 18 hac- 
mophihac patients herng ex- 
posed to the AIDS virus 

Most of the approwmately 
150 male hacmophihac pa- 
tents in Hongkong have been 
receiving regular treatment 
with bead from the Unaned 
States over the past four to 
five years - the ume when 
AIDS was swceping America 

Rut the department em- 
phasreed that such blond prod- 
wots had heen made safe since 
July last year by a form of 
heat-treatment 

Dy Cheung said Hongkong 
peapic should not sacep the 
problem of hacmophihac pa- 
tents wnder the carpet — oth- 
erwrse they could become pa- 
nabs of society 

“Some unfortunate chil- 
dren overseas were forced to 
stay at home and he taught by 
private tutors aficr pressure 
mounted by society forhade 
them to go to school” he sand 

Rut Dr Cheung thought it 
was dechatable whether such 
children should have the same 
rights as anyone cle to attend 
schon 
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Accawse taupeyers ecre al- 
ready spending so much 
moncy On CVETy 
patent erth special care ehech 
usually began shortly after 
berth. « «as semubic to apend 
more on then education 


Dy Cheung sand although 
Matistcs ecre not avarlahic. 
most of the Hongkong hacmo- 
phrhac patents could not af- 
ford private medical care 
They depended on the Govw- 
crament cnterety for thew reg- 
ular blood transfussoms. cxtra 
demtal care and medical treat- 
ment 

He claimed tanpayers 
could already be spending an 
ay of shout $10.0 a 
month for cach hacmanhilias 
patient - having a specu! 
school would not cost much 


hacmophiliac child might pass 
on to another healthy child 
who had a cut and that child 
might not even know 


“TL khoow this is 2 wery scone. 
tive and controversual subycct 
and | am not trying to create 
any pani m the public But | 
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thend the proticm rs there and 
poopic. encbudeng the Medical 
and Health offcxsk should 
fae realty and not secep ft 
under the <arpet~ 

Another private practs- 
thencr, eho asked aot to be 
named. sad the Monghong 
hacmophehac patents ecre 
now tiweng om a “horrible 
world ~ Sere he bnce person- 
ally were on comstan’ fear over 
poopie finding out about thew 
Comdrtecn 


the doctor sand “They are 
sy heipicss and on a way rather 
mrmecent vetoes | themk the 
actual reek of them paseng on 
th: AIDS vires «© enhances 
«though the powsbilty can- 


nw te ried owt” 


The sactor refused to cor - 
ment os whether such chil- 
dren sh wuld attend school nor- 
mally be’ sand he hoped 
socrets wuld be bend to them 

top Medical and 

oth officials emphasised 

that drecromenation by sacety 

was the last thing they wanted 
to sce om Hongk 

The chanman of the scien- 
tific workeng growp on AIDS, 
Dr EK. Yeoh, also said that 


not disclose information 
about these aho had 











HONG KONG 


HEPATITIS CARRIERS’ iNFANTS TO BE INOCULATED 


Hong Kong HONGKONG STANDARD in English 29 Nov 85 p 4 


[Article by Kate Southam] 


[Text] 
THE Medical and Health Department will 
extend its hepatites B vaccination programme 
to cover 75 percent of all bates born to carner 
ae 5 ee. ot be 
From next il. programme 
m. ip. y” 's subvented 
hospitals, which handle 25 percent of the 
territory's lve berths 
The programme is currently being carried 
out in all hospitals and at the 
beginning of thes month 4.100 bates had been 
moculated 


The extension, the third phase in the MHD 's 
overall plan to reduce the modence of hepatrtrs 
B, is expected to raise the annual cost of the 
programme to $3.5 million 


In announcing three yesterday, Dr E 
K Yeoh, head of the programme's scientific 


vup, said the MHD save money in the 
run 

ke Om current accounts for M0 percent 

of the mcdence of bver cancer and two thirds 

of the cases of the chronic liver disease, 
corrhorss 

If the vaccination programme could wipe out 
hepatitis B in Hongkong. Dr Yeoh sad the 
modence of ver cancer and crrhoss would be 
drastically reduced 

Based on 198) estimates of hospital care 
crmts the arnernal sav enegs @uvekd be aba rw $i0 
mithon, he said * 

A pilot vaccmation programme. which om 
volved the moculation of 1.4) babies, was 
launched in 198) at the Queen Plizabeth 
Dheospet at 

Dr Yeoh sand more than % percent of the 
carnert mothers agreed to have thew babves 
mnoculated during the pilot programme 

He sand thes was largely duc to the efforts of 
health care murses who are still respomuble for 
conducting education programmes for all ex 
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pectant mothers fownd to be carrying the virus 

Phase one of the programme was launched 
im October of 1984 in the Queen Plizabeth. 
Prince of Wales, Princess Margaret and the 
maternity arm of Queen Mary, Teen Yok 

Dr Yeoh sad only women expecting then 
first baby were inchaded im the programme 
because their Mood has to be tested for the 
virus rebeila anyway so it was semple to test for 

tis B oat the same time 
two. launched im September of this 

year, mvetved testing all pregnant women who 
verted anti natal chimes and government hos. 
pitals for hepatetes B antrhoches 

if they are found to be carrying the virus 
they are grven health talks and thew bates are 
moculated at berth 

Ratues born to carrier mothers wally de 
velop the virus within five months unless they 
are moculated 

ly Yeoh said they are woually infected at 
birth because the vires is passed on by the 
exchange of Mood of body Mutds 

To prevent the virus from developing. the 
halves are given two different vaccmes: The 
fut builds up their general rewstence to 
disease until the scoond myection, which pro 
tects them against hepatitn B. takes effect 


A booster shot m required at age five 

An expensive American product i assed m 
the programme It satefies both Hongkong 
standards set by the MIND) and guidelines taid 
down by the World Health Organisation 


The American product & one of only two 
hoemsed im Hongkong — the other comes from 
biame 

The moculatien course costs between § 
and $400) per pers 

Dr Vewh sand a programme evolving all new 
horn enfants would he comudered om the future 











MELIODOSIS VIRUS ISULATED BY HONG KONG DOCTOR 


Hong Kong HONGKONG STANDARD in English 25 Nov 85 p 2 


[Text ] 


/9317 


A VIRULENT and usually fatal m- 
fectious discase known to cxit mm 
Southeast Asia has recently been 
detected here by a doctor at the 
University of Hongkong A semor tec 
turer in the bt aculty of Medkone. Dr SY 
Se. fet wentitied the ducave. called 
mehodess. m a patient m 19a! 

He found another five caves lat year, 
and «© fow carrying out a sorvey of 
Chinese patents with pulmonary (hung) 
dive aves 

Dr Se stromely suspects that the disease. 
contrary to the accepted medi al open. 
mught actually be endemmc m Henghong, 
having prevalent here all the while ande 

by decters acoordeng to a summary 
of bes work published om the newsletter 
Infectious Dreases UU putate 

The divease was fort wlentited by a 
British doctor im Rangoon m 191) whe 
sand t was lhe glanders. a serous malady 
which affects horses and can be pawed on 
to humanthe rngs 

It attacks the lungs resperatery maces 
membrane and lymgphate system. result 
ming wn ulcers that lead te sépticerma (Mood 
porsommng) and abscesses om the hungs 

Metrndosis was hehe ved to he tramsenet 
ted by rats. bet according to Dr So. while 
this mught be powitle here. @ scorn 

that the responwhte hactera 
rewdes on the sor! and water of the regen 
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Infecteom es acquired through mhateng 
comtamenated dust dremkemg comtamen 
ated water of comtammated wul penetrat 
im an open cot on the «an 

Dy Se repented that mortality rate was 
ahout @) percent. het & could he redaced 
to shout WW) percent mung certam modern 
drugs of the amunogtyooude of cephatos 
porm class 

The disease can be mctaken for fewer 
wh pecemema on seypected pubemary 
tubercutews Dr So suggests that where 
the patent dees met respemd te the drags 
wed for these dese aves. et can he suqnected 
that he has been attached with 
fre bec rnche wses 


lrom a serefegical survey ehich es 
amuned the types of antihockes present m 
278 patents eth pulmonary diseases at a 
hecal TH sameterswen, Dy Ser femme that 14 
to 8 percent had ant: hoches agar the 
active mecto-organnm. Pseedomonas 
prucdomatior 

The studees mducated a hackgrownd 
4 of mehordosen on Hongkong. 

im contrast to other affected areas. 

women here were afiected a offen a 
men 

He recommended that treatment of the 
disease shold he Combened arth congo al 
damage of abwoesses where necessary and 
drugs eth a strong bacternrdal quality 
should he used 





HONG KONG 


BRIEFS 


AIDS TRANSFUSION RISK--The risk of getting the killer disease AIDS from 
blood donated to the Red Cross in Hongkong is very low. The director of 
the Red Cross Transfusion Service, Dr Susan Leong, said yesterday the 
risk is an estimated 0.003 percent. Only 2 of 55,563 samples of blood 
from donors which were submitted for tests at Government clinics for 
the AIDS HTLV-III virus returned positive results. Dr Leong said the 
blood from these two donors was removed from stocks carried by the 
blood bank. The two men involved had been referred to a specialist 
Govermment clinic for consultation and follow-up care. Dr Leong said 
that while their identities had to be kept confidential, she could 
reveal that they are both local Chinese who had admitted to having 
homosexual experiences. More than 95 percent of blood donors are local 
Chinese with the balance comprising other races and tourists passing 
through Hongkong. “The same precautions are taken with all donors and 
they go through the same blood tests. We interview them and explain 
that if they know they have AIDS or belong to one of the high risk 
groups they should not donate blood.” “But sometimes, people might 

not be aware of it themselves,” Dr Leong said. [Text? /Hong Kong SOUTH 
MORNING POST in English 31 Dec 85 p 67 /12851 
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INDIA 


MAHARASHTRA REPORTED FIGHTING HOSPITAL INFECTIONS 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 14 Dec 85 p 12 


/insigneda article: 


[Text] 


BOMBAY, December 13. 


HE public health department 

of the civic administration has 
drawn up a pilot pv oject to screen 
“high risk groups” among hospital 
Stall. 

This project has been set up for the 
detection of persons infected by 
hepatites B virus. 

This follows the death of Dr. He- 
mant Chondankar, 23, who was work- 
ing as a houseman at C ooper Hospital, 
Juha, on December 6. Dr. Chon- 
dankar, who harlied from Goa, came to 
the city to complete his six-month 
internship and was gdmitted to Cooper 
hospital with acute hepatitis and liver 
failure on November 22. 

Tests showed that he was “Australia 
antigen” positive, meaning that he had 
been infected by the hepatitis B virus. 
The test was confirmed at the Haffkine 
Institute and K.E.M. It is not known 
whether he got infected in Bombay or 
at Goa, medica! sources said. 


But his death has drawn attention to 
the nsk endangered by those employed 
in hospstals and dealing with blood and 
blood products. Surgeons, laboratory 
technicians, personnel in the intensive 
care units and dialysis centres are all 
susceptible to hepatitis. 

Medical evidence has shown that the 
discase is transmitted through blood 
and blood products, tears, saliva, 
breast milk, urine, semen and vaginal 
secretions. 

Medical staff at hospitals get infected 
when they come in contact with the 
blood of patients who are cither passive 
carriers of the virus or who show 
symptoms of the disease. 

The incubation period of serum 
hepatitis, as the disease is otherwise 
referred to, is relatively long — six 
weeks to six months. Some of those 
infected may not show any symptoms 


"State Fights Hospital Infections"/ 


at all 

The disease could be transmitted 
through blood hanks when hepatitis B 
virus carners donate blood. Scrum 
hepatitis can also be contracted 
through the placenta connecting @ 
mother to her newborn. 

DELTA AGENT 


An attack of hepatitis can be accen- 
tuate 1 if the hepatitis B virus acts in 
conjunction with “virus D” or “delta 
apent”. Virus D is a defective one that 
cannot cause hepatitis on its own. 

The outbreak of hepatitis in Gujarat 
took the lives of 286 persons in 
Ahmedabed, Junagadh and Raroda in 
October 1983. This outbreak mani- 
fested the presence of a non-A, non-B 
hepatitis virus, for which no i 
tests have yet been formulated. 

A total of 2.098 cases of hepatitis 
were reported and the disease was pre- 
dominantly water-borne, a study by 
Dr. B. N. Tandon of the All-India 
Institute of Medical Sciences, New 
Dethi, said. Cases of some medical 
personnel contracting the infection 
were also reported. 

In 1983, a neurosurgeon from Gu- 
jarat on deputation to K_E.M. Hospi- 
tal, Bombay, died of hepatitis. In 1984, 
& nurse at the same hospital Ms. 
Dulcine D'Costa, 25, died of the same 
disease 

Statistics available at the Kasturbe 
Hospital for infectious diseases said 
that in 1982 there were 8462 cases of 
—_ hepatitis, 832 in 1983 and 926 in 
1984 

Till November 1985 there have heen 
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LEPTOSPIROSIS DEATHS REPORTED IN MADRAS 
Madras THE HDIIDU in English 22 Dec 85 p 1 


[Unsigned article: "20 Die of Rare Disease"7 





ee 
[Text/ 
MADRAS. Dec ?1 

en ee eee 
three weets of leptospirosis. a rare. waterborne 
terial disease. which broke out in an epidemic form in 
the wake of the floods in November 

Some 62 others. who were admitted to Govern 
ment hospitals. have recovered alter intensive treat 
ment The tally will be much higher # those treated in 
private cles are counted Patients are still turning up 

The disease has struck chiefly at KK Kot 
turpuram. Triplicane and Saeidapet areas sufter 
ed heavy imundation 


Among those who recovered were a father and hs 
five old son. who hed been marooned in ther 
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brain fever in some patients. Doctors say that # @ is 
not treated early. the patierts develop severe com 
ay inchsdng ths wer damage which often pro 
ves fatal 

Not new: Leptosp! osis. which was identified firet a 
100 years and is also known variously as mud 
fever, slime and cane cutters disease. is not 
new to Madras. Doctors say that following the 1976 
finods. some cases were reported but that outbreak. 
was not as severe as the present one 

The blame this time has fallen on the rats 7 
were driven out of ther holes and thei excreta 


ed well and recovered completely, according to the 


doctors 
Dr A Durairaj, Physician at the Government Gene 
ral Hospital that the clinical features of the dis 
after an incubation period of six to 15 
days Some patients vomited blood and required 
blood transfusion The diagnosis could be confirmed 
OSS Se Sane Dae Se ae, Ge Se 
the patients urine would show the or 
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EXPERT WARNS AGAINST COMPIACENCY TOWARD AIDS 


Madras THE HINDU in English 15 Dec 85 p 13 


"We Can't Afford to be Complacent on AIDS"7 


— article: 
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CANCER CENTER ISOLATES POSSIBLE LEPROSY VACCINE 


Madras THE HINDU in English 14 Dec 85 p 9 


[Unsigned article: “Potential Vaccine for Leprosy Isolatea"7 
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INDIA 


MULTIDRUG LEPROSY CONTROL TREATMENT TO BE EXTENDED 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 25 Dec 85 p 12 


[Uns igned article: 


[Text] 


/12851 
CSO: 


NEW DELHI, Dec. 24 (PTI). 
HE Union health minister. Ms. 
Mohsina Kidwai, said here 

today that the multidrug treat- 
ment launched to control leprosy 
in 15 districts would now be ex- 
tended to 76 of the 2CI high- 
valence districts in the country 
the end of the seventh plan. 

Inaugurating the first meeting of the 

National Leprosy Eradication Com- 
mission, Ms. Kidwai said one-third of 
the world’s total leprosy patents (four 
millon) were in India. About 20 per 
cent of the cases were infectious and in 
about 25 per cent cases there were 
disabilities of varnous degrees. Nearly 
20 per cent of the affected were chil- 
drer, she sad. 

sh: asked the commission to con- 

sider the catent to which general health 
services could be involved to improve 
the effectiveness of the eradication 


programme 
The question of making availability 


5450/0097 


"All-out Efforts to Control Leprosy"7 


of beds tor leprosy patents im general 
hospitals and the use of general hosp. 
tal surgecal services for providing cor- 
rective surgery to these patients could 
be considercd. she sad 

The wcakest hink om the eradication 
programme was ‘chahiitation of the 
patents, she sand. Many voluntary 
organisations and dedicated eorkers 
had taken up the task now, she added 

The menister for human resources 
development, Mr. Narasmha Rao, av 
sured that his ministry would give full 
support to the programme. 

A suitable programme of leprosy 
surveniiance could be mitcgrated with 
the «hoo! health programme. he sad 

The commission was constituted m 
1983 on the recommendation of the 
Swaminathan Commutice report. The 
members include the Union finance. 
Planning imdustry and human re. 
sources des clopment ministers and the 
chief menrsters of Andhra Pradesh 
Prhar, Orssa, Tarmul Nadu and West 


Bengal 








INDIA 


RUEUMATIC HEART DISEASE TERMED EPIDEMIC IN DNDIA 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 15 Dec 85 p 5 


(Unsigned article: "Rheumtic Heart is Epidemic"7 
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BOMBAY, December 14. 


HEUMATIC heart discases 
have = attained = epee 
Proportions mm the country with 
ovcr one milhon patients suffernng 
from . on emineni _ itty 


mation of the heart (carditrs) fallow mg 
8 streptaceccal throat infection, 1 the 
result of the rampant malnutrition and 
poor hveng conditions om this country, 
Ih Mot: Kothan of Bombay Hovprtal, 
sand 
Inflammation of the heart dur to 
rheumatrem occurs mostly among 10 
to 1S year-olds and can be prevented 
by the admrnrstration of pen-criten 
( errective surgery 1 also readely avarl- 
alc om the country, mcleding valve 
replacement. Dr Kothan sad 


BY-PASS SURGERIES 


Ischaemic heart diseases caused by 
deficremt Mond supply to the heart can 
be remedied by carryeng out by pass 
surgeries, 190 of which are performed 
in the crty annually The success factor 
of aby pass operation had increased to 
over 9) per cent. from 89 per cong son 
years ago. Dr Kothari wd 

The wee of hearttung machines, 
whoo h performs the functions of a heart 
for periods rangrng from 10 moenutes to 
four howrs during a cardiac operation 
eas widespread on the crty Dr Kothan 
sand By pase surgery hed oti to te 
resorted ton the absence of angrog las 
ty, the latest methed to remove oo 
Cluwons on blond vessel 

Ih K. Ramaswamy, eho was one of 
the first dactors to perfect angroplaste 
techmques on the 1) S. eaid the method 
mvolved the mtroduction of a catheter 
inte the occluded Meod weed and 
removing the constriction by in “ating 


one to three mm. long PVC balloon. 


forest operation was conducted at Chr 





NDIA 


BRIEFS 


AIDS REPORT NEGATIVE--New Delhi, Dec 5 (PT”, UNI)--The deputy minister for 
health and family welfare, Mr S. Krishna “umar, said in the Lok Sabha 
today no authentic case of Acquired Immure Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) had 
been reported in the country so far and ‘here was no cause for alarm. 
However, as a precautionary measure, all airports and ports had been 
alerted to keep an eve on “foreign tourists” visiting the country and 
check them, wherever necessary, in sexually transmitted disease (STD) clinics, 
the minister told Mr Anand Singh during Question Hour. “The situation is 
very much under control and there is no cause for alarm,” he said. 
Necessary facilities to cure the disease would be set up as and when it 
was detected, he added. The deputy minister said instructions were given 
to all directors of health services and medical colleges to maintain 
continued surveillance. The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) was 
ileo studying this problem. Besides, the government had set up a cell at 
the Institute of Virology, Pune, to test antibodies which were preliminary 
to a person disease. [Text] [Calcutta THE TELECRAPH in English 6 Dec 85 
p 5) /9317 
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BRIEFS 


RABIES DEATH TOLL DISCLOSED--An official of the Central Java Health Department 
office disclosed in Semarang on 2/7 December 1985 that four persons from 
Wonogiri District and three others from Karanganyar District in the province 
have died of rabies. The 7 casualties were among the 227 people having been 
bitten by dogs from July to December 1985. To cope with the contagious 
disease, a total of 24,421 dogs, 6,815 cats, and 92 monkeys have been vacci- 
nated, while a total of 9,330 dogs and 170 cats had to be killed. [Summary] 
[Jakarta SINAR HARAPAN in Indonesian 27 Dec 85 BK]/12766 
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES AMONG ETHIOPIAN JEWS CURBED 
Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 22 Dec 85 p 2 
[Article by Judy Siegel] 


mugrants at suffered from pro 


[Text ] 





Despite over a thousand cases of 
malana, typhoid and twhercwhess 
among recent Ethropan immmig 
rants. there hasn't been a wngle case 
of anyone m the country bemg m- 
fected by one of the olm 

Thess was disclosed by Health 
Ministry director-general Dan 
Michach. im a statement on the 
health of the nearly 15.000) nme 
rants whe have come from Ethoma 

The Ethiopian Jews, several 
thousand of whom arrived a vear 
ago, are m good health, nearly all of 
them free of the infectious diseases 
they brought with them None rs still 
m hospital for treatment of these 
infectious diseases According to 
Michach, the incidence of conta 
gous diseases among the Ethiopian 
ohm os dropping ste adtly 


The prevention of contagion, de- 
spute the prevalence of such diseases 
m the area from which they mmm- 
grated, was due to the preventive 
measures taken as soon as they ar- 
rived Michach credited the menistry 
as well as Kepat Hotim Clalit and 
other mstetuteons for the mmmgrants 
remarkably clean bull of health 


Over 1.4) of them were found io 
have malaria, and 220 had typhoid 
There were 20) cases of tuberculoers 
among the group that arrived a year 
ago. The large majority of the im 


> csc ases 


tozeal entestenal disc asecs 

Machach chd mot me rteon the men 
tal state of the EP theoqeans. many of 
when arc te yu fd tes bee otell corttes 
me from the trawm tec caperecnce] of 
ecttiong out of Pithuoea and the 
deaths of thew kned ones There 
have been a sumber of concedes 
among them. even though takeng 
one s life rs almost enheard of among 
Jews on TE theoqeaa 

Immediately after thew alia, 
balvcs were vacemated for child 
howe! dreeases. and adults recened 
moculatrons as well 

Staffers and other mmmegrants at 
some absorption centres had metrally 
been fearful of commng down with 
some of the PE thromans’ comtagrrus 
But thanks to mectrngs 
gamed to explain how to aveond 
mfection, they soon calmed down 

Meanwhile. The Jerusalem Pow 
has learned that five Pthropian im 
rgrant cCheldren bnveng on the Mev as 
seret Zion Absorption Centre have 
been released im good condition 
from hoswtal after heme overcome 
by gas in thew apartment Although 
the farmibbes are carefully bieted on 
the wee of thew gas heaters, the 
children Saocumbed to a gas leak 
when they were left alone for a aherle 
by thew mother. Some of them beet 
comscrousness. but were revived hy 
howwtal emergency staff m Jeru 
salem 
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JAPAN 


BRIEFS 


PROGRESS MADE IN PHARMACEUTICAL TALKS--Tokyo, 11 December KYODO--Japan and the 
United States Wednesday reached agreement on major problems concerning 
bilateral trade in pharmaceuticals and medical equipment--the first major 
progress in ongoing sector-by-sector bilateral trade negotiations, government 
officials said. They agreed that Japan will simplify and speed up 
reapplication procedures for medical equipment on which the original tera of 
approval has expired. The agreement also calls on Japan to consider 
classifying so-called kit products, widely used in the U.S. but not in Japan, 
as a medicine that comes under Japan's health insurance system. Once 
pharmaceuticals come within the system they can be used at hospitals. But kit 
products, comprising special capsules and medical equipment, should need first 
to be acknowledged as a safe and effective product in case of emergency. They 
also agreed that the Ministry will study new medicines for classification as 
health-insurance products four times a year, compared with about twice 4 year 
now, increasing opportunities for foreign products to be used within the 
health insurance system. The two countries are expected to compile a report 
based on the results of the latest talks by the end of this month. [Text] 
[Tokyo KYODO in English 1221 GMT 11 Dec 85 OW] /12913 
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MALAYSIA 


FIRST AIDS CARRIER CONFIRMED 
Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES 28 Dec 85 p i 
[Article by Sudheeran Chandran! 


[Excerpt] A 33-year-old patient at the Sultanah Aminah General Hospital in 
Johore Baru has been confirmed as Malaysia‘s first AIDS (Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome) carrier. 


Deputy Health Minister Datuk K. Pathmanaban made the disclosure today amidst 
some speculation in the Press about the man, who was admitted for pulmonary 
tuberculosis and a shingles infection. 


He told a news conference that the man, who is single and worked as a petrol- 
pump attendant, had confessed to being an intravenows dadah user. 


Datuk Pathmanaban would not give the man’s name, but said the patient, while 
apparently harbowring the AIDS virus, has not shown any sign of having the 
deadly syndrome. 


“detailed and thorough clinical examination of the patient does not show 
any of the usual symptoms and signs presented by a case of AIDS,” he said. 


The symptoms of the deadly scourge, for which there is no known cure, is 
characterised by high fever, diarrhoea, fatigue, night sweat, enlargement of 
the lymph nodes and a loss of weight. 


All of which were found to be absent in the patient's case. 


However the Health Ministry's AIDS Task Force after a thorough review of 
the patient's condition and blood tests results have decided--as a precau- 
tionary measure--to classify the patient as an ALDS carrier. 


This, Datwk Pathmanaban said, was because results from his blood tests 
HTLV-ILIL antibody reaction (HTLV-III of Human 
T-cell lymphotropic virus type Lil is the retrovirus to which the cause of 
ALDS has been traced). 


showed a “weakly positive’ 


(ATDS crippies the “helper T-celis” which prime the immwtie iystem t Gcestroy 


foreign objects, thus causing severe immune deficiency and ieaving the 


body defenceiess against infections) 





The staff of the Health Office in Johore Baru, with the help of the narcotics 
division of the Johore Baru police, are now tracing the people with whom 

the patient has been in contact--particularly sex partners and intravenous 
dadah addicts. 


“The patient has not admitted to homosexual activity,” Datuk Pathmanaban 
said, adding that patient was very quiet and wunco-operative. 


“The patient is being observed and has been put under strict surveillance 
to detect any development of symptoms and signs of AIDS.” 


Datwk Pathmanaban said the patient would be given counseliing on his illness 
so that he does not pass the infection to other people. 


“The public will be kept informed if any significant findings are made in 
regard to this patient or his contacts.” 


He added that the Health Ministry had completed the Sero survey of blood 
of 6,000 samples consisting of abowt 4,000 normal blood donors and 

about 2,000 people from the “high risk” categories which include homo- 
sexuais, prostitutes and intravenous dadah addicts. 


“Only 41 blood samples were fownd reactive on repeat tests at the Institut 
of Medical Research (IMR) and these have been sent to the Fairfield 
Infectious Disease Hospital, Melbourne, for comfirmatory tests. 


“Twenty-one of these samples have been reported on, with all, except 
this patient in Johore Baru, being negative for the AIDS antibody reaction." 


412828 
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MOZJAMRBI ONS 


NEW CASES OF INFANTILE PARLYSIS DUF TO IMPROPER INOCULATION 
Three Doses Fesentia!l 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 3 Dec 85 p 8 


[Text] “Children who receive the first doses of vaccine against poliomyelitis 
(infantile paralysis) gust not be considered out of danger as long as they 
have not received the other two doses. We urge parents to have their children 
vaccinated at the proper time,” Dr Oscar Monteiro, director of Maputo’s center 
for disease prevention and medical examinations [CPFM], told our newspaper 
yesterday. 


According to that Ministry of Health official, 70,000 children less than 2 
years of age were to be inoculated in 1985. However, that goal was not 
achieved due to the lLigited number of smothers who came to the health stations 
and centers, principally for the last two tnoculations. 


About 54,000 children received the first dose of the vaccine against 
poliomyelitis; this is about 77 percent of Maputo’s planned vaccination 
objective. 


However, this figure decreased in the case of the second and third 
inoculations. 


For example, only about 30,600 children received the second inoculation, and 
the number receiving the third tnoculation was further reduced to 12,150. 


“In June and July, after CPEM’s appeal, more mothers appeared at the health 
stations and centers to have their childrer inoculated. ut since Aueust, the 
number has been decreasing drastically,” CPEM’s source said. 


At present, door-to-door solictatetion is being carried out by students of the 
Maputo Health Institute. This is occurring in 10 districts--namely, 
Polana-Cimento “8”, Central “8”, Malhangalene “B", Machava-Sede, Aeroporto 
“B”, Maxaquene “RB” and “A”, Jardia, "nidade-7 and Singatela. 


The vaccination of the children is being carried out by nine medical teams, 
but this fileure is to be tncreased through the utilization of students from 
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ldren who have received the first dose are vulnerable to infantile 
lysis if they do not return to receive the second and third doses,” Dr 


r Monteiro warned. 


Parents Warned 


Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 4 Dec &'5 p 2 


Acco 


[Text] Although there has been a substantial decrease in 

the number of cases of poliomyelitis (infantile paralysis) 

in Maputo from July until now, six new cases were receatly 
reported. There are two reasons for this new development: 
lack of public enlightenmert and disinterest on the part of 
some parents in bringing their children to the various health 
Stations and centers for the three inoculations necessary in 
the combat against poliomyelitis. Students from Maputo's 
Health Institue are carrying out a door-to-door campaign in 
some of the capital's districts to make sure that the 
inoculations are beine administered; a number of cases have 
been discovered where the required vaccinations have not been 
piven. 


rding to information given to NOTICIAS by Dr Oscar Monteiro, the campatien 


of ineculation against infantile paralysis was launched at the middle of this 


ve 7 r 


year 


after it was ascertained that the inoculations eiven at the end of last 


ind the beginnine of this vear ‘had lost some of their etfectiveness. 


Yr Monteiro also stated that this vaccine, Like all other viral vaccines, is 


’ 


** + 


emely sensitive to temperature variations. It is “thermolabile’: when the 


. . . . ” . . 
aperature rises, it quickly loses its strength. This is undoubtedly what 


A «hye parrina €r IAen 4 @ ce a fasnn ao ™ We, ‘ ,¢A 
i i > 


1Us ‘ at ¥ X ' j ‘ ‘ i st > ‘ Tweive it ~o* it ‘ . 
ie further stated that it was because of the vaccine’s loss of its 
int in | iomvelitiese nropert ieac that New cases ot inf ant j lea paral yaeie heeoan rr 
ippear-totaling 16 up to June of this year. 

After studying the situation and analysing the vaccine, it was ascertained 

. . . . , . , 

that t was oreciselyv the partial toss of the vaccine’s streneth which has 

JP rice ? ) the new ( Ices »* rhe 4igepase, T+ view oO? these condit ions, the 
leciston was reached to revaccinate all children who, in June, were less than 
? years old, usine three dose of the new product, the CPEM director asserted. 
sreater Cooperation With First Dose 

fter it has been ascertained that the antipoliomyelitis vaccine had lost some 

{ > . : 7 7 : J '+ ¢ . _ * > 4 } J } , » ” : 4 > 7 
f ; effectiveness and in accordance with the W , the country’s Ministry of 








Health launched a revaccination campaign, using a new vaccine. Children born 
after July 1983 were obligated to receive three inoculations of the new 
product. 


The campaign yielded positive results. A total of 70,000 children were 
scheduled to be inoculated in Maputo by the end of the year. There was sore 
activity in connection with the first dose, 54,121 children having been 
vaccinated by October. This figure decreased with the other two doses. 


"In the case of the third dose, only 12,136 children were inoculated, 
representing a drop of about 80 percent between the two doses of the 
inoculation against infantile paralysis; this means that children who received 
the first dose and not the other two are virtually not vaccinated,” Dr 
Monteiro stressed. 


Students Helping in Various Districts 


In view of the Limited cooperation of parents in bringing their children to 
the various health stations and centers to be vaccinated, students from the 
Heaith Institute are being used to determine noncompliance with the antipolio 
vaccination program. In only 3 days, this door-to-door effort made it 
possible in thc districts of Central “B” and Polana-Cimento “B” alone to 
discover more than 120 children whose revaccination was behind schedule. 
“This was precisely in districts where the parents have the greatest 
obligation to have their children inoculated in accordance with the fixed 
schedule because of easy access to the health facilities,” Dr Monteiro said. 


The CPEM director appealed to the parents whose children had received the 
first two doses to complete the three-dose as a means of guarding their 
children against infantile paraiysis. 


Dr Monteiro also said that it is the parents’ duty to know and respect the 
national schedule of vaccinations. At birth a child should be vaccinated 
against tuberculosis; at 2, 4 and 6 months he should receive the three doses 
against infantile paralysis, diphtheria, tetanus and whooping cough; and 
precisely at 9 months he should be vaccinated against measles. 


8568/13104 
CSO: 5400/53 


74 

















NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


TETANUS VACCINATION DRIVE--Seven health centers in Managua will soon begin a 
program of vaccinations against tetanus which will cover 65 neighborhoods of 
the third region. According to information supplied by the regional Ministry 
of Health (MINSA) office, priority in anti-tetanus vaccinations will go to 
housewives, who are the most likely to acquire the disease because of the 
nature of their work. The health centers which will begin vaccination are: 
Colonia Morazan, Socrates Flores, Francisco Buitrago, Silvia Ferrufino, Villa 
Venezuela, Ticuantepe. and Carlos Rugama. These health centers will take care 
yt the nearby neighborhoods, vaccinating either by having people come to the 
centers or by guoing house to house. According to the medical source from the 
third region, the seven health centers will cover more than 45,000 persons 
living in the various areas. This anti-tetanus vaccination program which will 
begin in the seven centers will continue in January at the rest of the health 
centers in order to completely immunize the population against this disease. 
This program which is about to start is part of the new projects which the 
regional MINSA office will carry out during the coming year. [Text] 

{Managua LA PRENSA in Spanish 20 Dec 85 p 12] /9871 
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NIGERIA 


MEASLE DEATHS IN GONGOLA REPORTED 
Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN In English 21 Dec 85 p 9 
(Article by Abu Tapidi: “Measles Claim 19 Lives in Gongola"™] 


[Text] Nineteen people have lost their lives out of 85 cases of measles 
reported in Kwaji District of Jalingo local government area of Gongola 
State. 


Already, the Local Government council has despatched all its health officials 
to the affected areas for emergency operation with a view to controlling 
further spread of the disease. 


However, a report from the area has indicated that lack of sufficient drugs 
and other facilities had slowed down the rate of operation. 


A statement from the area said that about 30,0090 people were treated against 
various infectious diseases in the local government between January to 
November, this year. 


According to the statement, about 20,000 people were similarly treated 
against other diseases in the area during the same period under review. 


[It claimed that about 45,000 cases of malaria, 3,078 cases of measles, 3,269 
cases of chicken pox, 4,035 cases of whooping cough and 19 cases of food 
poisonings were treated in the local government last year. 


Meanwhile, the sole administrator Alhaji Umaru Dewa has directed the people 
to report any suspected case or outbreak of disease to the nearest clinic 
for immediate attention. 


Alhaji Umaru announced that the local government has already secured enough 
consignments of drugs and dressings for the treatment of all types of 
disease. 


He warned the health personnel not to misuse drugs, dressings or any other 
facilities, adding that any defaulters would be dealt with seirously. 


/13046 
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PARAGUAY 


AIDS VIRUS DETECTED; NO ACTUAL CASES 
PYO031504 Asuncion HOY in Spanish 3 Jan 85 p 8 


[Text] Dr Martin Chiola, of the Health Sciences Research Institute, has 
reported that the virus of the Aquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome, AIDS, has 
been detected in Paraguay. 


"We conducted specific laboratory studies with the support of the U.S. Abbot 
laboratories, on a group of 51 patients made up of homosexuals, prostitutes, 
and drug addicts,” Dr Chiola said. He added that “14 of these patients were 
confirmed as having the AIDS virus according with the tests, which are 98.6 
percent effective. That is, there is only a 0.2 percent risk of a false 
result,” he explained. 


The test results show that these 14 people have had contact with the AIDS 
virus. “However it does not mean that the patient is ill. Of the 51 patients 
analyzed, the test results show that 14 of them had contact with the virus in 
the past and that their defenses have rejected it,” Chiola said. This was 
demonstrated by the positive results of the laboratory exams which show that 
the patient has been in contact with the virus or that it is i a state of 


incubation, which may last from 4 months to L5 years. 


"The AIDS virus has been detected in Paraguay,” Dr Chiola said but he 
explained that this does not mean that we will all aquire it. He said that 
“there are no people sick from AIDS in our country.” 


When asked avout prevention of this illness, Dr Chiola said that so far there 
is no vaccine or medicine for its prevention. “Hygiene rules must be complied 
with to prevent the virus from spreading. Another measure that couid be 
adopted is to immediately order blood banks not to make blood transfusions 
without first analyzing the blood. This would prevent blood transfusions with 
the AIDS virus.” 


Although this method may not be totally reliable, there is no other course to 
follow. 


"There are no reasons to become alarmed,” Dr Chiola said adding that AIDS is 
an illness like any other. 


/12913 
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PRC PREVENTIVE MEDICINE TEAM CHECKS ON AIDS 


PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


Hong Kong HONGKONG STANDARD in English 9 Dec 8&5 p 4 


{Unsigned article: 


» 


LText/ 4 SPECIAL team under the Chinese 


CSO: 


National Centre for Preventive Medicine in 
Beijing is actively checking against Ac- 
quired Immunity Deficiency Syndrome. 

This was disclosed by the Chinese vice- 
minister for public health, Guo Zi-heng, 
who arrived in Hongkong yesterday to 
participate in the first South East Asia 
Regional Nursing Conference. 

Dr Guo said China had stopped import- 
ing bleed products from other countries. 
Those whe had received them before are 
undergoing AIDS tests. 

He said there had been no report of the 
deadly disease in China since the firsi case 
was detected eacNer this year when a 
foreigner fell viction to AIDS. 

On birth control, Dr Guo said the 
national policy of “one couple one child” 
must be maintained to contain population 
growth. He said the regulation would not 
be relaxed in urban areas in the near 
future though it was waived in some rural 
areas a year ago. 

He also gave a brief account of the 
development in (Chinese public health 
system. 

Dr Guo said prevention of diseases is the 


=t hot ji , 89 


18 
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"Special Chinese Team Checking on AIDS"/ 


primary objective. That is why maternal 
and child care has received much atten: 
tion. 

Another aim is to make a synthesis 
between Western medicine and ( hinesé 
medical system. . 

Resides, a balance in development be 
tween rural and urban arcas is strewed 4. 
80 percent of the Chinese population alc 
peasants. . 

In the vast rural hinteriand, the health 
insurame scheme serves as a useful net- 
work for gesticy implementation, said Dr 
(ue. 

He said the major killer diseases in 
China are cardio-vascular arrest ard 
cancer. 

There has been tremendous innprove- 
ment in the medical system since libera- 
tion, he said. The number of hospital beds 
has increased times. The average life 
span now is 68 against 30 during pre- 
liberation period. 

The lowering of infant mortality rote 
and the death rate due to infectious dis 
eases are also impressive, said Der Guo. 

But there are «till the tasks of upgrading 
the management, the professional stan- 
dards and the equipment. 





PROPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


PHYSICIANS IN PRC TO STUDY VENEREAL NTSEASI 
Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA SUNDAY MORNING POST in English 1 Dec 85 p 1 


[Article by Kevin Sinclair] 


4 


[Text } Chinese doctors are going back to school...to study venereal disease. 


Medical staff under the age of 50 are unfamiliar with VD sveptoms becaus« 
strict moves to wipe out prostitution after the communist victory also 
helped eradicate sexually-tranemitted diseases. 


Stern moral attitudes since then which frown upen pre-marital and extra- 
marital sex also re d sced VI . Th re has been virtual] no oxua | diseas« 


in China since the 19506. 


But now, with the influx of millions of tourists, the Chinese authoritics 
fear that sexuallvy-transmitted diseuses may again pose a threat. 


The worry is that the open-door policy and the presence of contaminated 
outsiders could cause a VD revival. There are persistent rumours among 
Visitors to China that prostitution is once more to be tound in the bie 


cities, 


Leaders of China's medical services apparently think the risk i sufficient 
to have started courses tor younger doctors which will helr them recognis« 
the symptoms of common forms of venereal disease. 


The move was announced in Guangzhou last week when a senior adviser to 
the Ministry of Public Health, Dr Ma Haide, opened China’s first interna- 
tional conference on leprosy. 


‘ry 


Dr Ma is the man who spearheaded China's fight against VD in the 1950s. 


’ 


Because of the changing pattern of life in China today, he told delegats 


that young doctors, men and women aped under 50, were being taught about VP. 


They do not know how to diagnos - mise nor treat ailments Like syphilis 


- e , . 
ind gonorrhea which were once ender! in China cities and widespread in 


isolated country areas. 
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was due t year [ Gry weather and disrupt: ~ the ecological Bala ‘ 
susecd Dv Killings of such satura enemies Of rats 28 Dawks,. [Ones and snakes 
There are & billion rats in the world, said Li. | Text | [Beijing XINHUA 
English 1656 GMT 8 Jan 86 OW!]/12766 


MALARIA CASES UNDER CONTROL--Bei iting iS Jan (KRINHUA)--Malaria,. a diseasé 
ence@ic tO @ost parts : hina, has Seen Drowght under control in the piain 


t the Yellow and Huaihe River valleys, according to the journal, HEALTd NEW: 


Malaria cases in the plain, which covers parts of Henan, Shandong, Anhui and 

jiangsu provinces, accounted tor wy percent of the total number of cases 

hina until 19580 in the past 6 years scientists trom Beijing and local do 

tors have cooperated mn a2 Getermined ettort ¢t vaccinate the populations ! 

the attected areas ang Gdisintiect DSDreeding grounds i the malaria-carrying mos 

quitoes They have also « Ouraged peasants ¢t improve environmental sanitary 
"Gitions, eradicate mosquit haditats, use MOSQUITO nets and increas¢ ventila 

.ion ‘8 42 resuit.,. the incidence Of maiaria went down to U.UG5 percent at 

year, HEALTH NEWS reported. | Text | iBeiiinge XINHUA in Enelish 08463 GMI 

R Is a6 owl/i2?7664 
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POLAND 


DEFENSE MINISTRY DAILY REACTS TO READER INTEREST IN AIDS 


Warsaw ZOLNIERZ WOLNOSCI in Polish 9 Dec 85 p 4 


iActicle by Col Piotr Bialokozowicz, M.D. “The Most Dangerous Disease’ 


lExcerpts] In writing my article for issue No 223 of this 

year’s ZOLNIERZ WOLNOSCI dealing with the enigma of the 

most devastating disease AIDS, I did mot anticipate the 

strong reaction and interest it aroused among our readers. 

Because of this avid concern I decided to better acquaint 

our readers with the epidemic, general and clinical symptoms 

as well as preventive steps which have to be taken in order G 
to control this disease. 


Aids Reaches Poland 


During the past 2 years the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare has been 
following the epidemiology, therapy and all other developments achieved by 
medicine worldwide in the battle with AIDS. The State Institute of Hygiene 
has gathered records of several thousand test cases which will facilitate 
rapid diagnosis of this disease. Examinations of persons in the highest risk 
categories have been initiated. 


According to the information given by the director of the Department of 
Immunology at the State Institute of Hygiene in Warsaw, as of now four homo- 
sexuals have been examined at their own request. <A team of experts under the 


direction of Prof Dr Adam Nowoslawski is engaged in the AIDS project. The 
Institute for Parasitic Diseases at the Academy of Medicine in Warsaw has 
been designated as the clinic for diagnosing and treatment of AIDS victims, 


while the State Institute of Hygiene will be the center for laboratory and 
diagnostic research. 


A representative ot the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare has released 
information which states that the teams appointed to combat the AIDS problem 
have analyzed specimens of 1,6/° persons ir known high risk AIDS groups, in- 
cluding blood donors. Antibodies were fourd in four serum samples. These 
samples came solely from individuals in the highest risk group, namely homo- 
sexuals, where from among 52 homosexuals examined, two registered positive 
im] the other two from 89 hemophiliacs tested who were treated with imported 


preparations derived from blood. 








The results of these examinations indicate that the etiological factors of 
AIDS have reached Poland. Infections by the virus (HTLV-III/LAV) present ly 
levelop asymptomatically and exclusively involve persons in high risk groups. 
All individuals carrying the antibodies anti-HTLV-IILI/LAV have been notified 
of the fact. They have been given clinical tests and are currently under 
medical observation. Blood donors in the risk groups are subjected to con- 
tinual monitoring. None of the four positive cases reveals any clinical 
findings indicating the presence of AIDS. No antibodies have been found in 
the serum specimens of 20 drug addicts, 44 prostitutes, 1,340 blood donors 
and 34 recipients of blood transfusions. On the basis of presently available 
research data it is impossible to determine if any of the carriers will de- 
velop a full-fledged case of AIDS. 


At the present stage of struggle with this alarming disease we have but two 
available options. The first is to properly apprise health services personne! 
f the latest advancements in this field; the second is to put forth a con- 
certed effort to inform all of society, especially the maturing younger fen- 
eration, of the enormity of this problem. 
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sbon DIARTO DE LIS®0A in Porgueuese 17 Dec 85 o 13 
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Pxcerpt lwenty~seven cases of AIDS and para-AlDS were studied by 
specialists in Portugal between October, 1984 and August, 1985, as revealed by 
7 ' «7 on 7 ws .? . , « ¢ . 
: irticie in the weexly MEDI » t which we were elven access. 
Written by Maria jete Santos Ferreira, a Portuguese pharmaceutical physician, 
and hy specialists from the Viral ne slew wnit | the Paeeteur Tre? [tuts aé 
Paris, S. Chamaret and L. Montaenter,. the study tndicates that during that 
period, a4 study was made of anti-LAV antibodies tn the serum of 27 patients 
with AIDS r wit? Sereisetent eneralizced Lymphade iopathv Swndrome para~AlDs 
or ARC); in the serum of 12 hemophiliacs: and in the serum of 55 heterosexua! 
males without aoparent {liness.” 
According to the study, amone 15 of the gale individuals wit AIDS, ll wer 

. ’ ‘ ’ 
omosexuais, one was 4 %<type hesophiliac, and two were heterosexuals; thes: 
4, wa , . . . + ¥ . | ee " . 
itter had sexua ontacts, respectively, with a Zatrean woman and a 


prostitute’, and a bisexual. 


Amone the homosexuals, the study says, three lived tn New York and France, ar 


rar '‘*“ Reeewtl. “2 _* thea hreree wrt : wh liwesé in Wae?e armany ' 


1983, had “contacts with an African woman, 4s well as having 


. , , , 
relations with four irtuguese omosexuais, all of them iter described as 
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AR] Ss 
SUSPECT OONGO FEVER MAN DIES--An S6-vyear-old man who was suspected of having 
rs Fever, died hours atter being admitted to the Pelonomi Hospital in 
Slioemfiontein on Monday. Mr Sierkirus Metsing of Dewetshot was admitted to 
the hospital on Sunday, bleeding profusely and haemorrhaging trom the bowels, 
nose anc the mouth. He also had a high temperature. The hospital super- 
intendent, Dr Viviers said vesterday that “r Metsing died betore 
diagnosis [ the disease could be cont irmed. "We are just making sure that 
©® was not a ULUone rever victia,” ne said. "An patients who have certain 
symptoms are suspect.” “Up to date, there is nothing positive on the tests 
that have been done, and will will not have any results until the end of 
the week,’ Dr Viviers said. (ext lohannesbure itt ITIZEN in English 
_ te ~~ Fr) D ” i 5 " 
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AIDS ISSUE CONFRONTS PUBLIC HEALTH AUTHORITIES 


Current Statistics Reported 
Bangkok DAILY NEWS in Thai 6 Nov 85 pp 1, 2 


[Excerpt] Dr Winit 4tsawasanao, the director-general of tne Communicable 
Disease Control Depa: .ment and chairman of the AIDS Prevention and Control 
Coordination Committee, and Dr Amnuai Traisupha, the director of the Division 
of Venereal Diseases, issued a joint statement to the mass media on the 
evening of 5 November. They said that the Ccordination Committee had helda 
meeting that afternoon. At the meeting, a report was read on the results of 
the blood tests given to a sample of prostitutes and homosexuals in the 
Phatphong and Phathaya areas during the period 1 October to 1! November. In the 
Phatphong area, blood tests were given to 549 prostitutes and 351 homosexuals. 
It was found that two men and one woman had the AIDS virus. At Phathaya, blood 
tests were given to 441 prostitutes and 230 homosexuals. Three men were found 
to have the AIDS virus. Of these three, two were Thai and one was a foreigner. 
Besides this, two Americans who had gone to the hospital for an examination 
were found to have the AIDS virus. Thus, eight people were found to have the 
AIDS virus. Whe these are added to the 14 people previously found to have the 
AIDS virus, a total of 22 people in Thailand have been found to have the AIDS 
virus. Seven of these were foreigners, and five of them have already returned 
home. However, further cell tests must be done at the Chulalongkorn Hospital 
in order to confirm that these people really do have AIDS. 


The director-general of the Communicable Disease Control Department said that 
prostitutes and nomosexuals with the AIDS virus should not engage in sexual 
relations with anyone. That would just spread the disease. The reason why this 
survey discovered such a large number of people with AIDS was that this was a 
large survey and it was conducted in areas where there is a high risk of 
contracting the disease. Another survey will be conducted in Phathaya in order 
to check the remaining 2,000 prostitutes and homosexuals. This is expected to 
be completed by the end of November. Denmark has confirmed that it will send 
sufficient chemicals to conduct another 3,000 tests. The tests will be 
conducted in areas where there is a high risk of contracting AIDS, such as 
Chatuchak Park and Lumphini Park, and provirces visited by large numbers of 
tourists, such as Phuket and Samui Island. 
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Dr Winit said that there have been six cases of AIDS in Thailand. Three have 
been Thai and three have been foreigners. All six have died. The latest victim 
was a 52 year old German. He died just last month. Doctors have also 
identified five others, four men and one woman, classified as being pre-AIDS 
(firstestage AIDS). The lastest case was found last month. He is a 
heterosexual Thai male. He recertily returned from the United States, where he 
contracted the «.isease from =n American woman. He is said to have had sexual 
relations with American women three times a week. To date, no progress has 
been made in finding a cure for AIDS. All doctors can do is treat the 
Symptoms. There is still no drug to kill the AIDS virus. As for the reports 
that certain companies are producing a drug to cure AIDS and that doctors will 
conduct tests, the drug has net arrived, and it will have to be used with 
patients who have not vet @> ‘* ted any symptoms. 


As for promulgating a law prevent foreigners with AIDS from entering tne 
country, Dr Winit sa’d that this matter has been submitted to the Ministry of 
Interior. The Ministry of Interior turned the matter over to the Police 
Department on 22 October. The Police Department will turn the matter over to 
the Immigration Division. 


Protective Measures Planned 
Bangkok THAI RAT in Thai 26 Sep 85 pp 1, 18 


(Excerpt) The AIDS Committee held its second meeting at the Ministry of Public 
Health on the afternoon of 25 September. The meeting lasted from 1400 to 16030 
hours. Dr Winit Atsawasanao, the director-general of the Communicable Disease 
Control Department and the committee chairman, said that to date, in Thailand, 
Snly five Thais have been found to have AIDS. All five have died. Another 
four, three men and one woman, are in the first stage of the disease. Blood 
tests on another 14 people have been positive. Of these, Dr Winit said that 
five are foreigners, mostly Americans, inlcuding a pilot, a diplomat and 
tourists. Two are women--a wife and a prostitute. The others are homosexuals 
or bDisexuals. 


The dire: _r-general of the Communicable Disease Control Department said that 
the commi.._e issued a resolution to have venereal disease units conduct tests 
for AIDS among 3,000 homosexuals and prostitutes in the Phatphong and Phathaya 
areas. The tests will be given free of charge. A “blue health card" will be 
issued to homosexuals whose tests are normal. A pink health card will be 
issued to prostitutes. This will cost approximately 1 million baht. If the 
AIDS virus is found, the survey will be expanded to other areas. People will 
be retested in 6 months. 


"We are coordinating things with the University of Copenhagen in Denmark in 
order to conduct comparative studies on AIDS cases found in Europe, Africa and 
Asia,” said Dr Winit. At present, there is a Ministry of Interior order 
prohibiting foreigners wito leprosy, elephantiasis, infectious TB and 
syphilis from entering the country. The AIDS committee has asked the Ministry 
of Interior to add AIDS to this list. 
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Dr Winit mentioned the reports that medicinal herbs are being used to treat 
AIDS. He said that this is probably not true. The three hospitals with 
information on AIDS are Chulalongkorn, Sirirat and Rama. The Division of 
Venereal Diseases coordinates matters. These three institutes are still 


debating the details and how to treat AIDS pavients. 
Legal Steps Considered 
Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 25 Nov 585 pp 1, 16 


{Excerot] On the morning of 24 November, Mr Marut Bunnak, the minister of 
public health, presided at the opening of a seminar on drugs held at the Hyatt 
Central Plaza Hotel. The seminar was organized by the National Association for 
“he Development of Resources for Society. About 70 people attended the 
seminar. 


Dr Anuwat Limsuwan, the president of this association, said that AIDS did not 
originate in Thailand. it originated in che Jnite. States. To date, the AIDS 
virus has been found in 12,9960 people. Of these 990 live outside the United 
States. But this disease is not yet a problem for Thailand because few cases 
have been found here. However, there are danger s‘gnals. Communications and 
travel are convenient and so the disease could easily spread. Having AIDS is 
like being sentenced to death. All a person can do is wait to die. There is no 
drug or vaccine to cure the disease. 


Dr Anuwat said that to avoid contracting AIDS, people should not engage in 
sexual relations with foreigners. If they do, they should have periodic 
physical examinations. If someone comes in contact with the nasal mucus, 
saliva, feces or urine of a person with AIDS, the person should wash his hands 
in a solution of Hyder detergent, which contains chlorine, and water. This 
solution should be 10 times stronger than normal. 


"So far, we have found six cases of AIDS in Thailand. The AIDS virus has been 
found in another 2<¢ people. But to date, these people have not developed any 
Symptoms. However, it is feared that these people will spread the virus to 
others. We cannot control these people because there is no law on this. All we 
can do is make recommendations about proper hygiene," said Dr Anuwat. 


Dr Anuwat said that the AIDS control bill has been approved by the Ministry of 
Public Health. It is now being considered by the Ministry of Interior. Unless 
this bill is passed into law very soon, AIDS could become a health problem in 
Thailand. This law will prevent the spread cf AIDS. Those who have AIDS will 
be quarantined. This is a very serious contageous disease. If a foreisxner is 
found to have this disease, we will have the right to deport him immediately. 
We will also have the authority to close the illegal gay bars and massage 
parlors. 


11943 
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THAILAND 


LIVER FLUKES SPREAD IN NAKHON SAWAN 
Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 3 Oct 85 p 3 


.\Unattributed report: "Serious Outbreak of Liver Flukes; Cattle and Buffalo 
in Nakhon Sawan Die") 


(Text] Liver fluke disease is Killing cattle and buffalo in Nakhon Sawan 
Province. The provincial livestock official is mobilizing officials to help 
the farmers. Antiparasitic agents should be used to purge the flukes. 


Mr Phinai Musikun, the provincial livestock official in Nakhon Sawan Province, 
Said that surveys of the animal husbandry activities of the farmers in various 
districts in Nakhon Sawan Province have shown that there is a serious outbreak 
of liver fluke disease in cattle, watter buffalo, goats and sheep. The 
livestock grow thinner and finally die. 


There has been a serious outbreak of this disease in livestock raised near the 
Boraphet Swamp and near various sources of water where large numbers of fresh- 
Water snails live. The affected areas include Phra Non and Khaeo Yai 
subdistricts in Muang District, Wang Mahakon Su'didstrict in Thatado District 
and Thap Karup Subdistrict in Chum Saeng District. 


Mr Phinai said that the Nakhon Sawan Provincial Livestock Office have crdered 
livestock officials to go provide farmers with information about liver fluke 
disease and make recommendations on how to prevent and treat this disease. If 
a person suspects that his lives*ock have liver flukes, he should seek advice 
from a veterinarian in order to ensure that the correct medicine is used. This 
disease can be transmitted to humans. Thus, meat should not be eaten raw; it 
should be well cooked. 


Mr Phinai said that the cattle and buffalo that contract this disease wili 
graiually grow thinner. “hey will develop anemia and lose weight. Initially, 
they will suffer constipation. During the final stage, they will have chronic 
diarrhea. They will not eat and will grow weaker. Autopsies show that the 
flukes have destroyed the liver. The livers of such animals are hard and 
larger than normal. Currently, the most suitable method of treating this 
disease is to give the livestock antiparsitic agents. 


11943 
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1986 GOVERNMENT SPENDING ON HEALTH PROGRAMS SPELLED OUT 
5440/036 


Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 31 Dec 85 p 3 


[Text] 
/6091 
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MALARIA CASES SHOW DRAMATIC RISE IN 


Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 7 Jan 86 p 5 


[ORS 


TRINIDAD ANL 


[Tex t ] REPORTED cases of malaria rose whoch rea combination of two drugs 
to 19 in 1985 after remaining at In addition deind'ing resources in 
an averece of four cases for al- many troprel countries, the breeding 
most 20 veers. ground for these meoequitos, has meant 
Ihr Reeemery Paul ecting Principal a cutheck in fending for health pro- 
Medical (Mficer In the Ministry of gremimes 
Health end Fevirenment eaid the rree Lie Paul eetd that off of thease factors 
in meatlaron ee pot peciwencus mn ori add op te the fact that the rea Hting 
bus? @ oe i bh rte erther by Trameders melarm « m h rere eevere than the 
- rotons from ebreed of from orginal and more deffied! te treat 
ferret ming inte the country he = Misrets f Health ix thus 
The hiehect jecttence eae noted from et vy to et peooole te appreciate 
peorle comune from Incdin and \freon ‘! forts awd thet more string 
in Trimeted and Tobago rnterw hes git rr wes « ht he observed parti 
been wiper out virtually emcee 1965 and crtech by thee people going abroad on 
the " imt~ ' of cnere Tet rted each year Vacnt wor 
ranged bete cen three and four ti Paul Att. mpte tr rhe the hee been made 
anid there has heen « ral world. through a number of avenuee: the 
wide increase due mostly to the fact family fair held im Octohes, the Minis 
that the moequito, carriers of malana try of ‘Health hee persons visiting 
have become resistant to pest control schools to alert children and the Gov- 
eeont DIT and the paresite moequte ernment Broadcasting Unit in a few 
plaemodium falciperam is showing re- programmes has sought to highlight 
sistance io first and second line dr thes Travel agents and tour organina- 
chloroquine primaquine and Fanc tions have alen heen asked to help 
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VicTNAM 


YOCTOR COMMENTS ON ERADICATION OF LEPROSY 
Hanoi HANOL MOI in Vietnamese 12 Nov 55 p 2 


(Article by Dr Trinh Ngoc Thinh of the Hanoi Dermatology and Venereal Diseases 
Clinic: “Leprosy and the Activities of the Hanoi Dermwatology and Venereal 
Diseases Sector") 


[Text] For many years now the Hanoi Dermatology and Venereal Diseases clinic 
has continually promoted all activities in fulfilling the plan to eradicate 
leprosy. It selected Tu Liem District as a test point and began the work of 
eradicating leprosy in the district beginning in January 1983. During the 
past 3 years, with the assistance of the Municipal People's Committee and the 
Public Health Service, and gost directly of the People's Committee of Tu Liem 
District, the Dermatology and Venereal Disease Clinic, with its status as a 
leading specialized clinic in the municipality, guided and cooperated closely 
with the Tu Liem public healtn SOureau and hospital in completing basic steps 
in carry:ng out the leprosy eradication work. A district guidance committee 
was formed, with the participation of the heads of the public health bureau, 
the culture and information bureau, the culture and information bureau, the 
war invalids and social welfare oureau, and the hospital. It reviewed the 
situation of leprosy patients in the district, gave them new medicine, and 
especially carried out a basic study of the population in order to uncover the 
disease (September 1984). The district organized skin examinations for more 
than 130,000 people. It treated ters of thousands of people with ordinary 
skin diseases, and especially discovered a new leprosy victim who had not yet 
Gisabled and treated that victim. The eradication of leprosy in Tu Liem is 
continuing and efforts are being made to eradicate the disease by 1990. It 
Will become the first district in the municipality to fulfill its leprosy 
eradication plan. 


The enterprise of fighting leprosy is still very difficult because of the 
misconceptions regarding that disease. It is necessary to have the assistance 
of the party committee echelons and the governmental administration, and 
e:\pecially the sympathy and support of the popular masses. Many people still 
mistakenly think that leprosy is a hereditary disease and cannot be cured. 
Today, with the development of medical science, leprosy is not longer a 
disease that is difficult to cure, and is only an infections disease, like 
many others. It may be contracted from others, but it is very difficult to do 
so, it can be contracted only to a certain degree, and the right conditions 
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must be present. The leprosy bacilli reproduce very slowly (12 to 14 days), 
do not survive well in the exterior environment, and are easily killed by 
light and temperature. Furthermore, today we have many types of medicines 
which provide effective treatment,such as DDS (Diamino, Dyplrenil, Suifon), 
Riphamicin, Amphren, etc. With the use of some kinds of medicines, after a 
week of treatment the leprosy bacillus is broken and loses the capability to 
cause the disease. 


Leprosy does not kill, but it is crippling. At present, we note the existence 
of a number of people who are leprous and disfigured. That results from late 
detection and late treatment, or from a lack of uninterrupted treatment. 
Therefore, it is extremely important to detect the disease early and treat it 
immediately. If it is treated ‘mmediately and continuously, there will be no 
crippling and the person with leprosy wiil continue to be attractive, will 
heal, and will be sufficiently healthy to serve society. Therefore, in the 
Getection work, in addition to having an extensive network to fight leprosy 
and specialized knowledge, propaganda concerning the new concepts about 
leprosy and the initial symptoms of the disease must be widely disseminated so 
tnat everyone can diagnose the disease and remind one another to go to a 
dermatology and venereal disease installation for an examination and 
treatment. 


Today the treatment of leprosy differs completely from that in the past. It 
is only necessary to give outpatient treatment, provided that the patient is 
at ease, confident, and is persistent in taking treitment. The treatment, and 
eventual elimination, of leprosy is a seething concern of the dermatology and 
venereal disease sector in general and of the Hanoi dermatology andvenereal 
disease sector in particular. 
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VIETNAM 


HEALTH WORK REVIEWED, PLANNED 
Henoi SUC KHOE in Vietnamese 20 Oct 85 p 6 


/article: “Health Conference To Review Work of the 1981-1985 Period and To 
Plan ror the 5-year Period 1986-1990"/ 


/Text/ Recently, in Hanoi, the health sector held a conference to recapitulate 
its work in the 5-year period 1981-1985. and to discuss the direction to follow 
and the tasks to be included in the 5S-vear 1986-1990 health plan. Public Health 
Minister Dr Dang Hoi Xuan made a general report and outlined the planned direc- 
tion and missions for the next 5-year period, 1986-1990. Comrades deputy 
miuisters Nguyen Duy Cuong, Neuyen Cong Thang, Hoang Dinh Cau and Pham Song, 
and Dr Pham Kim, secretary of the Health Trade Union of Vietnam, read other 
specialized reports. Minister Dang Hoi Xuan stated: 


Carrying out the task of permanently developing the health sector to support 
production and serve the people, primarily the workers, the sector uses the 
guiding policy of considering general public health service its main focus, 
and specialized health services as a supporting component. Improving quality 
is our first concern, and we are also implementing the method of, “the state 
and the people, the central and the local levels work together,” coordinating 
closely with other sectors to boost health services, and taking the "“five- 
completion campaign" as our motivation. Due to widespread and active application 


of preventive measures in the whole country, outbursts of epidemics were uncovered 


and stamped out in a timely manner. Compared with the previous 5-year period, 
the ratio of cholera and plague patients in 1981-1985 drastically decreased. 

Up to now, there are approximately 90 districts and over 2,000 villages and 
subwards meeting the norms for completely eradicating those two terrible 
diseases, an iucrease of over 40 districts and over 1,000 villages and subwards 
compared with 1980. Planned parenthood and health services extended to mothers 
and infants, which has a strategic importance and heavily affects the national 
economy and the people's lives in our country, has achived good initial results 
and progressed in the right direction. The }3.2-percent population growth of 
1976 has come down to 2.4 percent in 198 and 2.29 percent in 1984, By the 

end of 1984, 40 districts and cities, and over 2,000 villages were certified 

as having completed their planning parenthood objectives (with a population 
growth of 1.5 percent), a twofold increase compared with 1980. 
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Other activities in the domains of consultation, treatment, preventive measures 
against social and infectious diseases, rehabilitation, nutrition, infant 
hygiene, physical fitness and health management are being improved and developed. 
Ia the past 5 years, the health sector has expanded its consultation networks, 
augmented its outpatient consultation and treatment services, and the total 
annual number of outpatients were 2.5 to 3 million, equal to 40 percent of that 
of inpatients, or an equivalent of 75,000 beds/year. Preventive measures against 
social and infectious diseases were expanded in the entire nation. Malaria 
eradication overcame many impediments, and decreased the blood parasite ratio 

in the south from 3.5 percent in the previous 5 years to 2.5 to 3 percent in 
1984, and in the north, it stamped out a tendency of the disease tw spread, In 
terms of tuberculosis, every year, there are approximately 1 million persons 
taking phiegm tests, and the ratio of patients having positive phlegm (BK+) was 
decreasing: in 1980, it was 1.1 per thousand in the north, and in 1985, it is 
estimated that it will come down to 0.8 per thousand. The same ratio in the 
south, in 1980, was 2.1 per thousand, and in 1985, it was 1.3 to 1.6 per thou- 
sand. The ratio of tuberculosis patients completely cured was up: in 1980, 

it was 26.8 percent; in 1983, 58.6 percent. The ratio of leprosy patients is 
now, in northern provinces, 0.7 to 0.9 per thousand, and in southern provinces, 
over 1 per thousand. Leprosy is 15 percent inpatients and 75 percent outpatients 
in the north. There are 27 districts certified as having basically eradicated 
leprosy. Preventive measures against venereal diseases have been strengthened, 
particularly in provinces in the south and large cities in the north. The 
prevention and fighting of trachoma continues to develop, and between 1981 and 
1984, the number of patients treated increased fourfold. sy the end of 1983, 

216 districts have completely eradicated entropion, and in the same localities, 
fighting blindness was successful. SGoiter and mental diseases were gradually 
but seriously dealt with through preventive and treatment measures. 


To augment and improve its capabilities in disease prevention and treatment, 

the health sector has done a great deal in inheriting and developing the national 
traditional medical science. The Institute of Acupuncture was created, more 
traditional medicine hospitals were organized at the province level, and 
dispensaries and medical teams, at the district and village levels. Basic and 
advanced training was provided for secondary, university and postuniversity- 
level cadres on traditional medical science. Up to now, in the whole country, 
there are 3 institutes for traditional medicine research and acupuncture, 2 
superior and secondary schools, 31 hospitals, 205 departments in general hospitals, 
300 dispensaries, ani thousands of traditional-medicine teams at the grassroots 
level including 6,000 healers, over 500 doctors from preliminary specialists to 
specialists levels I and LI, 6 professors, and nearly 1,000 physicians. Over 
5,000 doctors, pharmacists and physicians received complementary training in 
traditional medicine. These efforts resulted in many cases successfully 

treated, and the traditional-medicine sector enjoyed a good reputation in the 
country and in the world. 


In the past 5 years, the health sector took the initiative in solving many 
problems related to pharmaceutical products, in strengthening the pharmaceutical 
sector and made it an economic sector which was able to address the existing 
needs and to grow. The health sector has created the Federation of Pharmaceutical 
Enterprises of Vietam and the Pharmaceutical Import and Export Corp. at the 
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central level, joint enterprises and federation of enterprises in provinces and 
cities, and assigned most pharmacies to districts, with a widespread network of 
drug distribution extending through villages and subwards. In general, the 
pharmaceutical sector has stepped up the production of pharmaceutical products, 
in which the production of raw materials gradually gained in importance. In 
function of local capabilities and resources, some sharmaceutica! regions with 
substantial output were created, linking planting and harvesting pharmaceutical! 
products with the construction of production facilities. To address the ever- 
increasing expansion needs, the pharmaceutical sector extended the production 
of chemical drugs at the central level and in some localities, and is making 
progress in building a national antibiotic factory. It is also preparing for 
the construction of a large antibiotic plant in the next 5-year plan. The 
health sector has reviewed and approved for production 73 new drugs manufactured 
with domestic raw materials. The general output of the whole sector was up 
from 219 million dong in 1981 to 1 billion dong in 1985. The value of pharma- 
ceutical products, from 49.7 million in 1981, rose to 177 million dong in 1984, 
The value of exported pharmaceutical products increased 10-fold. The movement 
for self-sufficiency in medicinal herb production at the village has been 
stimulated in the context of the assurance of supplying enough essential phar- 
maceutical products for the people. Up to now, over 120 districts and more 
than 3,000 villages and subwards reseived certification as having satisfied 

the norms in planting and using traditional-medicine herbs. Development of 
production and initiation to the use of medicinal herbs at the village level 
contributed to addressing the needs of the peopie in disease prevention and 
treatment. 


In the past 5 years, the health sector has built, strengthened and developed 

the health system in the whole country, with the focus placed in certain areas. 
A most important achievement in the period was the concentration of efforts in 
perfecting the health organization in districts, primarily those hosting key 
economic and national defense installations. Some districts have built central 
laboratories and operated them with success. The area general dispensaries 

also increased 50 percent, with an average of 1.5 dispensaries for each district. 
Many localities saw to it that the health networks extended to production groups, 
hamlets, moun*cinous hamlets and workshops. Eighty percent of health stations 
were assigned doctors, and many villages had two to three paramedics, and a 

fow had dectors. The average doctor availability wae eight for each district 

(in southern provinces, the average is still low). Most districts had pharma- 
cista. In 1.980, there were an average of 7.8 paramedics and doctors for each 
10,000 population; in 1984, the number rose to 9.04. In each year of the last 
S-vear period, there were 1,500 to 2,000 doctors, 250 to 300 college-educated 
pharmacists, 1,500 to 2,009 physicians, and over 3,000 nurses, midwives and 
iechnical workers graduating from schools. Up to now, the health sector has 

230 PhD’s and MS's in health science, 2,000 specialist doctors and pharmacists 
of level I and II, and 229 professors of level I and Il. The total number of 
doctors is 18,000 and that of college-educated pharmacists, 6,000, 


In terms of physical and technical facilities, in the past 5 years, thousands 

of basic health stations, and hundreds of area general dispensaries were newly 
built or repaired, and on the average, every year, 10 handsome district hospitals 
were built under the formula, “the state and the people work tozether.” Up to 
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now, nearly 200 hospitals, over 400 epidemic- and malaria-contro! sanitation 
groups, nearly 200 erea general dispensaries, and 3,009 villages received 
medical equipment from fore‘gn aid. In addition to provincial and municipal 
general hospitals, 29 provinces and cities hed mental health hocpita?s. The 
number of hospital beds for zach 10,000 population (including state-built and 
people-built hospitals) keep increasing: in 1980, it was 31.8; in 1984, 35. 


In addition to achievements obtained in the building and development of the 
sector and in health protection for the people, in the past 5 years, the health 
sector has accomplished its missions in combat, in participating in the fight 
against floods and typhoons, and in assisting the two brotherly countries of 
Kampuchea and Laos. The sector has made itself ready with enough personnel, 
drugs, medical equipment and other means, and actively took a host of preventive 
measures and emergency assistance operations for flood and typhoon relief as 
those calamities have repeatedly occurred and struck many regions with damage 
and destruction never experienced before. 


Ta international cooperation matters, the health sector has stepped up a tunda- 
mental and total cooperation with the Soviet Union, other socialist countries, 
and with the CEMA Bloc, strengthened and expanded cooperative relations with 
nationalist and capitalist countries in Africa, Asia, Europe and Latin America, 
securing large amounts of material and technical aid and medicine, and enhancing 
the prestige of Vietnamese medical science in the world. 


Evaluating the achievements and successes as well as the weaknesses still in 
existence of the health sector in the past 5 years, the minister's report also 
analyzed the causes of deficiencies, and the lessons to be learned in the execn- 
tion of health tasks in the next pericd. In terms of the general direction and 
the two central missions in the next 5 years, the whole sector will focus on 
health-protection activities and on enhancing quality in aii werk domains. Pre- 
ventive medicine will be steadfastly applied. General health services will 
continue to be intensified, with focus placed on the district area and on 
sector health services. Speciaiized health services will be gradually, and to 
a certain extent and with a certain focus, improved and developed, with priority 
to large cities: Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City and the two important centers of Bac 
Thai and Can Tho. The sector will be, at any time, prepared to provide health 
and medical support in a combat situation for the protection of the fatherland. 
The pharmaceutical sector will be upgraded; the medical material supply and 
equipment sector will be improved, domestic pharmaceutical production will be 
increased in order to reduce imports in drugs and medical equipment; and export 
capabilities will be expanded to reach a balance in medical imports and exports 
in 1991-1995. Im terme of international relations, cocperation will be 
extended, primarily with the Soviet Union and other socialist countries in the 
CEMA Bloc, and cooperation and mutual assistance will be continued with Laos 
and Kampuchea. 


In light of the evaluation of their achievements and weaknesses, cadres and 
employees of the health sector deserve the title of revolutionary models who, 
with all their hearts, care about the protection of the people's health, and 
directly contribute their labor and efforts in the great achievements of the 
revolution and the people in the whole nation in past years and in the next 
5-year plan. 
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ZiMBABWE 


$2 MILLION PROJECT TO ERADICATE HEARTWATER DISEASE 
Harare THE HERALD in English 27 Dec 85 p 4 
[Article by Pascal Mukondiwa/] 


[Text] Harare’s Veterinary Research Laboratory is working on a US$2 million 
project to develop a vaccine against heartwater disease. 


In support of this effort, the Untied States Agency for International 
Development (Usaid), under its Zimbabwe Agricultural Sector Assistance 
Programme (Zasa), recently signed a US$1,1 million contract with the Uni- 
versity of Florida to provide technical assistance to the programme. 


An additional $900 000 will be provided for local support costs. 


The laboratory will be assisted by University of Florida technical experts 
during the next three years. The experts include a tick ecologist and an 
immunologist. 


The most up-to-date equipment available will be provided for the laboratory 
for use in this vaccine development project which is expected to get under 
way early next month. 


The main objective is to develop a vaccine for the control of the disease, 
which kills cattle, sheep and goats, and currently costs Zimbabwe at least 
$6 million annually to control by dipping. 


In terms of stock losses, it is the most lethal tick-borne disease in 
Zimbabwe and any advance in its control will benefit farmers in marginal 
and low-rainfall areas where the disease vectors occur. 


The necessity of developing a vaccine against heartwater is emphasised by 
the fact that techniques have recently been developed in the United States 
and have beer employed with success to produce vaccines against the only 
two other tick-borne disease, babesiosis and anaplasmosis. 


In the low-rainfall areas, heartwater is the only remaining tick-borne 
disease without a vaccine. Its control is therefore synonymous with the 
reduction of even elimination of dipping. 
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Little research on heartwater has been undertaken but in recent years 
interest in the disease has been growing as its importance in other sub- 
Sahezran countries has been realised. 


interest in heartwater is alsc growing the the Americas as the disease 
has been introduced into the Caribbean. 
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ZIMBABWE 


NEW VACCINE AGAINST HEARTWATER DISEASE 
Bulawayo THE CHRONICLE in English 25 Dec 85 p 14 


[Text] Harare's Veterinary Research Laboratory is working to develop a 
vaccine against “heartwater" an economically important livestock disease in 
Zimbabwe. 


In support of this effort, USAID, under its Zimbabwe agricultural sector 
assistance programme (ZASA), has recently signed a US$1,1 million contract 
with the University of Florida to provide t«chnical assistance. An addi- 
tional Z$900 000 will be provided for local suppcr* costs. 


The laboratory will be assisted by University of Florida technical experts 
during the next three years. 


The experts include a tick ecologist and an immunologist. The most up-to- 
date equipment available will be provided to the laboratory for use in this 
vaccine development project which is expected to be under way in January. 


The main objective is to develop a vaccine for the control of the disease, 
which kills cattle, sheep and goats, and currently costs Zimbabwe at least 
$6 million annually to control by dipping. 


In terms of stock losses, it is the most important tick-borne disease in 
Zimbabwe and any advance in its control will benefit farmers in marginal 
and low rainfall areas wnere the disease vectors occur. 


The necessity of developing a vaccine against heartwater is emphasised by 
the fact that techniques have recently been developed in the US and have 
been employed with success to produce vaccines against the only two other 
tick-borne diseases, babesiosis and anaplasmosis. 


In the low rainfall areas, heartwater is the only remaining tick-borne 
disease without a vaccine. Its control is therefore synonymous with the 
reduction or even elimination of dipping. 


Little tesearch on heartwater has been undertaken but in recent years 
interest in the disease has been growing as its importance in other sub- 
Saharan countries has been realised. 
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Interest in heartwater is also growing in the Americas as the disease has 
been introduced into the Caribbean and has spread to several islands. 


It is felt that the possibility of developing a safe and effective non- 
living vaccine in Zimbabwe is excelient as the same techniques that were 
used to develop an anaplasmosis vaccine can be used for heartwater, which 
is caused by a closely related disease organism.--United States Information 
Service. 
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BANGLADESH 


BRIEFS 


POULTRY DISEASE EPIDEMIC--Jhenidah, Nov 27--Poultry diseases have broken 
out in an epidemic form in different areas on Jhenidah District. Many 
poultry birds died of these diseases within a month. The worse affected 
areas are Moheshpur and Harinakunda upazilas. Passengers of Kortchandpur 
Railway Station on Khulna Parbatipur route have been suffering for want 

of a waiting shed in the platform. Thousands of passengers from far and 
near have to remain standing at the platform for hours together under the 
open sky. Kortchandpur is a big and important railway station in the 
district with many government offices, banks and educational institutions. 
[Text] [Dhaka THE BANCLADESH TIMES in English 28 Nov 85 p 2] /9317 
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ONTARIO VACCINATION PLAN TO COMBAT RABIES DISCUSSED 


Toronto THE GLOBE AND MAIL in English 16 Oct 85 p All 


{Article by Gary Webb-Proctor] 


[Excerpts] 


Despite warnings by the Ontario 
Veterinary Association and Govern- 
ment officials that rabies is reach- 
ing epidemic proportions in Ontario, 
boards of health in some of the 
worst-hit counties are refusing to 
adopt a new provincial plan for 
compulsory vaccination of domestic 
animals. 

Only one of the five counties with 
the highest numbers of rabid ani- 
mals reported and highest numbers 
of humans requi treatment for 
infection has to adopt the 


Two counties are still considering 
the program, but two of ae upan 
problem counties, and ual a 
ers, have rejected it. 
the five worst hit counties 


qui rabies treatment, with 240, 
and is third in numbers of rabid 

, with 160 — has so 
far to implement the pro- 
gram. 

The plan enables health boards to 
require the immuniza- 
tion of dogs and cats’ are older 
than 3 months. 

Statistics compiled by the wildlife 
research section of the Ministry of 
Natural Resources show that while 
just 8 per cent of all animal rabies 
occurs among domestic pets such as 
cats and dogs, these pets are the 
source of exposure to humans in 4 


cent of the cases, said Peter 
Dachenen, o suintstry subtes tochet- 


cian. 
“You could call tt an epidemic. 
Rabies is endemic to Southern On- 


' 
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tario and goes in cycles of out- 
breaks a wildlife, so you might 
have an “mic in certain areas 
at certain times,” he said. 

Untreated rabies in humans ts 
always fatal, but although 1,626 
ntarians were infected last year 
and nearly 2,000 already this year, 
the last time a person died of the 
Wisease in Ontario was in 1967 
* Recently, however, an Alberta 
man died of rabies after he was 
infected from a scratch by a wild 
animal while camping in British 
Coiumma 

By the time symptoms r, it 
is too late to treat the , 
which attacks the central nervous 
system. Ontario officials fear that if 
too many domestic animals con- 
tract rabies, it will be only a matter 
of time before there are more 
deaths in Ontario 

Dr. Alvin Evans, a senior veteri- 
nary conscttant to the Health Minis- 
try and the architect of the new 
program, said the “severe” in- 
crease in the number of humans 
requiring treatment can best be 


controlled best byiammunizing pets. 





Humans exposed 
to rabies by pets 





But Grey County, which leads the 
with 172 rabies reports so 

ar this year, and the high-iacidence 
counties a Wellington and Bruce 
have all rejected the plan, sa it 
would cost too much to adm er 


CANADA 








412379 
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and ts an unfair burden on pet own- 
ers. 

Some of the counties say that if 
vaccination of pets is to be compul- 
sory, they want free clinics rather 
than these contemplated in the 
provincial plan. which uses the 
services of members of the Ontario 
Veterinary Association, who will 
charge $3 to $ an animal. 

In October, the federal Govern- 
ment ended its long-standing pro- 
gram of free rabies clinics, and the 
move ars to have raised the 
hackles of some county officials. 

Durham Commie, where the aum- 
ber of id animals reported (121) 
and humans infected (209) has trip- 
led over 1954 figures, discussed 
the program, but has not decided 
whether to joi it, said Brian Devitt, 
director of the county health un’. 

Simcoe County, which hes the 
second-highest number o! rabid 
animals reported and thi: d-highest 


5420/43 


105 


nuirSer of infected humans, is also 
undecided 


Dr. Robert Aldis, the medical 
officer of health in Wellington Coun- 
ty (which is fourth in the number of 
reports of rabid animals, up 300 per 
cent over 1984), supports the deci- 
sion of his health board to reject the 
program. 

Waterloo region, which has been 
identified by the Ministry of Natural 
Resources as an area with a 75 per 
cent probability of having a severe 
outbreak of rabies between October 
and April, “doesn't really need the 
program,” said Dr. Beth Hunting- 
ton, the area's medica! officer of 
health 

No domestic animals have been 
reported rabid this ycar and only 
one cat was reported in 1984, she 
said. However, a rabid fox appeared 
two weeks ago in a suburban area. 











NIGERIA 


RINDERPEST UNDER CONTROL IN GONGOLA 
Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 28 Dec 85 p 16 


[Text] Governor of Gongola State, Lt.-Col. Yohanna Madaki, has said the 
incidence of rinderpest, a contagious viral disease that kills cattle, has 
been subdued in the state, stating that there were only four cases of the 
epidemic which killed 107 cattle this year. 


Launching a campaign against the killer disease in Yola recently, Lt.-Col. 
Madaki said 3,849,274 heads of cattle had been vaccinated since the major 
outbreak of disease three years ago. 


According to him, the state government would not relent in its efforts to 
eradicate the disease completely. He said that was the only way to prevent 
an economic ciszster. 


The governor remarked that livestock production was the pivot of the state's 
economy, saying that statistics had shown that the state, with 5.2 million 
heads, had the highest cattle population in the country. 


Governor Madaki said “other disease control strategies such as the putting 
into quarantine of infected herds, control of cattle movements across 
borders were intensified.” 


He observed that some of the major constraints which militated against the 
smooth-running of the campaign in the past were shortage of vaccines, 
insufficient equipment and inadequate transport facilities. 


The Commissioner for Agriculture, Dr. Godwin Billi, had said the purpose 
of the campaign was for the control of the deadly disease and eniorcement 
of other livestock disease control measures. 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAG) 


BRIEFS 


DERMATOPHILOSIS AID TO ST MAARTEN--DR ERNEST CAESAR, Senior Veterinary Officer 
in the Ministry of Agriculture, Lands and Food Production, upon request of the 
Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) representative in Trinidad and Tobago, 
has been granted approval by Cabinet to visit St Maarten to investigate the 
problem of dermatophilosis with a view to setting up a control strategy for the 
disease. Dermatophilosis is a disease which can affect most farm animals. 
Initially, the disease detracts from the appearance and consequently the value 
of the hides. But more important, it renders the animal prone to secondary 
bacterial infection and maggot infestation which have a debilitating effect on 
the animal, resulting in reduced milk and beef production. The Ministry, in 
the spirit of technical co-operation, is disposed to making the services of a 
vet available to St Maarten. It is felt, too, that Trinidad and Tobago can 
benefit from granting this technical assistance. [Text] [Port-of-Spain EXPRESS 
in English 4 Jan 86 p 6] /12379 
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UNLTED KINGDOM 


ULSTER LIVESTOCK TB, BRUCELLOSIS ERADICATION ASSESSED 


Belfast NEWS LETTER in English 4 Jan 86 Farminy Life p l 


(Text ] M446 Department of Agriculture has spent about £74 million 
in the fight to eradicate ‘TB and brucellosis among livestock 
in the Province. 

But so far the TB campaign has not been as successful as the brucellosis 
wl according to the ment's Chief Veterinary Officer, Mr Hill 
van. 


In the early 1960's when the brucellosis campaign was launched abcut 25 per 
cent of the Feovince’s hesds were effected by the disease which causes cows to 





abort. 

Last year only two of 
the 40.00 herds were 
alfected with a total of 
four reactors. 

That out of a livestock 
population of about one 
and a half million, indi- 
cated the strides which 
have been made by the 
department and the indus- 
try, said Mr Sullivan. 

Northern Ireland is the 
first part of the Hritish Is- 
les to have achiev ed such a 
high level of success, en- 
abling it to be designated 
- ERC as bruc vilosis 


This was not achieved 
without cooperation with 
the farming community, 
_ Mr Sul wen wae yes. 
t ay revealed depart. 
ment spent about £7? 
million buying affected 
stock and cattle expased to 
the disease. 

An Ulster = Farmers’ 
Umion an said: 
“We would be delighted if 
the TH instances rate 


among livestock could be 
similarlyreduced” 

And Mr Sutliven sid Nie 
department that 
sentiment The fight 
against TH began with a 
voluntary programme in 
1949 when it was reckoned 
up to 40 cent of the 
30.000 were affected 
by the cisease. 

Don uses encouraged 
farmers to hack the 
acherne, for which almost 
half the herds involved, 
the Government felt it 
could not thea launch com 
pulsory measures to kill 
affected cattle. 

By 1959, however, when 
inroads had been made 


a eradication was 
shed and in 1974 only 
D4 per cent of the herds 
were affected. 

The duration bhetwren 
the Ti tests was increased 
from two years to three 


years. 
“This in retrospect was 


an error,” said Mr Sulli 
van. “For after the Unitet 


108 


Kingdom entered the FEC 
there was an appreciable 
increase in livestock in the 
Province.” 

“We aim to make the 
Province a TH free area,” 
sad Mr Sullivan, who 
appealed to farmers to be 
“wery careful about the 
source of their stock.” 

West Tyrone is clear of 
the cisease, while the 
worst affected areas are in 
North Down and South 
Antrim, he said. 

Veterinary officers are 

bound by ther code of eth. 

ics to notify the depart 
ment about TH reactors — 
for it is a notifiably dis 
ease, said Mr Sullivan. 

Animals cere imported 
into Norther. Ireland, and 
tests showed that the TH 
instance rate began to 
increase gradually. 

“It was t t tha 
this might he only @ tem 

wary hiccup,” said Mr 

Sullivan, “hut soon the 

trend became all too real.” 

hy the late 1970's 1.2 per 
cent of herds were affected, 
and annual tests were re 
introduced 
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At present about #0 
herds are subject to move 
ment restrictions, and it is 
reckoned between 1.90) 
and 1.40) TH reactors were 
detected during the past 12 
months. 

The total livestock | 
population in the Province 
at present 1s about one and 
a half millon. 
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ZIMBABWE 


CHICKEN KILLER DISEASE FOUND IN MANICALAND 
Harare THE HERALD in English 3 Jan 86 p 1 


[Text] Newcastle disease, which has already killed thousands of chickens 
in Zimbabwe's north-eastern areas, has broken out in Manicaland, a 
Government veterinarian said in Harare yesterday. 


He said analysts this week confirmed the new outbreak in the Nyamaropa 
communal lands near Nyanga and believed the disease had spread from 
Mozambique rather than from the north-east. 


Manicaland would now join all Mashonaland provinces as quarantine areas 
where the movement of chickens or poultry products is banned. 


He also said the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation had 
agreed to provide emergency aid to help fight Zimbabwe's first series of 
outbreaks in a decade. 


Since the disease spread from Mu. ambique about three months ago veterirary 
teams have inoculated about 600 000 chickens. 


Four roadblocks had been erected in Manic..and to add to the eight being 
manned to check the spread of virus in Mashonaland where he said the 
disease was smouldering. 


The FAO, he said, had agreed to provide five million doses of vaccin: as 
well as equipment to carry out the campaign. 
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UNITED KINGDOM 


COLORADO BEETLE, THREAT TO POTATOES, IN LINCOLNSHIRE 





London SUNDAY TELEGRAPH in English 29 Dec 85 p 3 
[Article by David Brown] 


[Text] 





( XPERTS from the Ministry 

4 of Agriculture are in a 
race against time to trace a 
breeding colony of Colorado 
beeties which is believed to 
have established itself on a 
farm near Boston, Lincoln- 
shire. 

larmers an’ Ministry officials 
are particularly worried bec ance 
the beetles, which can devastate 
potato crops, have been traced 
to the heart of one of the rich 
et veectable growing arcas of 
Britam 

the last breeding colony of 
the vellow and black striped 
beetles fownd m Britain wes 
wiped out in Suseex in 1977 bat 
over the past two sears more 
then 200 have been found 
cither in imported gram or 
veortables, Last vear a tive 
Colorado bertic was found in a 
pack of Enclish strawberrics im 
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a “Marks and Speacer store im 
Bla: kpool 

The latest bent began a few 
week<« ato when two dead 
beeties were found in erparatc 
packs of freren «<pinach in 
Tandridge Wells, Kent Another 
dead beetle was diwevered in 
a pack of frozen beans bought 
m teary 

All the vegetables were traced 
by their code numbers back te 4 
smale supplier in © eenbriday 
ard trom there te a tarm wear 
Reston. 1 rnc ola shire terd 
Relsicad, Minister of State tor 
Acricutturc, hac appealed to 
shoppers to look owt for the 
beetles tm the veaeckables they 


buy 

“If ambody finds a bertic, 
please take # to the orarest 
polue station or Ministry of 
Acriculture office. Most impor: 
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antiy, if the beetle ic found ta 
processed feed. please «cave the 
pachacong to help ws trace the 
source 

laperts from the Minietry’« 
plant bealth and seeds inepe 
torate based at Harpenden, 
Heutterdshure have alreads 
walked ever the suspected farm 
hopemg to find traces of the 
pest 

het Colerade beetles, which 
ocomrted m the Rerky Mewn 
tens and epread te Purepe ‘a 
the 19th centers, Cawtirg seu: © 
damace te petate crops m th: 
proaees, bibernate im the cod 
durme the winter aad they may 
net become evideat entd they 
cmerer in the epriag 

Once the colony is pinporsted 
laree tents will be places ower 
then aficcted field whah will 
then be fomicaied ithe «oil 
will then be termed «ver and 
treated again with imeesticides 








ZIMBABWE 


fot 
Air 

fiat 

SURT _ i 

8 ast p22bit puke E 1 fags : 

a lid HL te a uct sue 
st Ut Pat a ies HE 
ili eT iit 48 iit HERE ~: a 


ier 


HAT ii iat Hy ie 


bey tagtie iy iui Hh fl sts : 
it 
HE [ i i le Hee 


Bulawayo THE CHRONICLE in English 8 Jan 86 p 3 
5400/64 


ALL SET TO COMBAT ARMYWORM INVASION 


[Text ] 
cso: 









ZIMBABWE 


APMYWORM SPREADS TO 2 CITY SUBURBS 


Harare THE SUNDAY MAIL in English 5 Jan 86 p 3 


il 


fl | 
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[Text] 


Hee 


rf He itital: 
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END 
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